
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Regular  Council M e e t i n g  Minutes 

Monday,  January 4 ,  2 0 2 1  a t  7 : 0 0  pm 
 

MEETING LOCATION 

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 305 NORTH CLARK STREET, FOREST CITY, IA 
 
 

ACCESS MEETING THROUGH GOTOMEETING 

Due to the  COVID-19 Pandemic, Citizens are required to attend the  council 

meeting virtually at: 

Regular Council Meeting 

Mon, Jan 4, 2021 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM (CST) 

Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or 

smartphone. https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/501254477 

 
1 .  CALL TO ORDER 

Minutes: 

The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

2 .  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 

3 .  ROLL CALL 

Minutes: 

Councilmembers present at roll call were: Buffington, Davis (via telecom), 

Holland, Mikes, Pehrson (via telecom), and Zehren. Absent: Wooldridge. 

 
4 .  APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Minutes: 

Moved by Holland, seconded by Zehren, to approve the consent agenda. Roll call vote 

- all ayes. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
a. Agenda 

b. Approve Council Minutes 

c. Accept Board & Committee Minutes 

d. Approve Invoices 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/501254477


e.  Approve Licenses & Permits  

 

5 .  BUSINESS 

a. Bill Krahling -  Hunt in City Limits Update 

b. Hiring of Tyler Harmon as Police Officer at Step 4  ($ 24.97)  
 

Minutes: 

Moved by Davis, seconded by Pehrson, to approve the hiring of Tyler Harmon as 

Police Officer at Step 4 ($24.97), and to approve the counter offer of $28,000 

from the City of Britt for the K-9 dog and unit. Per Safety Committee Chairman 

Dan Davis, the Committee recommended proceeding with this purchase. Roll 

call vote - all ayes. Motion carried unanimously. 

c. Discuss Purchase of K-9  Unit and Dog from City of Britt   

d. Bruce Mielke - Update on YMCA Child Care 

Minutes: 

YMCA Director Bruce Mielke updated the Mayor and Council on State of Iowa 

YMCA Child Care. They are currently serving 100 families, with 130 children 

enrolled in their three daycare locations. Their current challenge is finding 

qualified staff. The YMCA receives funding from child care fees, DHS, Hanson 

Foundation and the City. The Mayor and Council thanked Bruce for his 

report. 

 
e.  Forest City Municipal Airport - 2 0 2 0  4-Stall Hangar Construction Project 

 
Minutes: 

Moved by Buffington, seconded by Zehren, to approve Pay Estimate # 8  

($59,666.03) and Pay Estimate # 9  Final Retainage ($16,931.59) to Holland 

Contracting for work on the Forest City Municipal Airport's 2020 4-Stall 

Hangar Construction Project. Roll call vote - all ayes. Motion carried 

unanimously.  

Moved by Zehren, seconded by Holland, to approve Change Order #2, a 

decrease of $1,025.60, to Holland Contracting for the 2020 4-Stall Hangar 

Construction Project. Roll call vote - all ayes. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
f.  Discuss Community Reports 

 
Minutes: 

Mayor Ruiter led the discussion regarding community reports and having Parks, 

Recreation, Airport and Library report quarterly or upon request, in addition to 



the Chamber of Commerce and Forest City Economic Development. This item will 

be placed on the next regular Council agenda for further discussion. 

 
g. Resolution 20-21-32  - Resolution Approving City Appointments & Council 

Committees 

Minutes: 

Councilmember Davis introduced Resolution 20-21-32, A RESOLUTION APPROVING CITY 

APPOINTMENTS AND COUNCIL COMMITTEES, and moved its adoption. Councilmember 

Mikes seconded the motion to adopt. Roll call vote - all ayes. Whereupon the Mayor 

declared the resolution duly adopted. 

 
h. Update on 4 4 6  West G Street 

 
Minutes: 

City Attorney Bakke updated the Mayor and Council on the nuisance abatement 

existing at 446 West G Street. The owners have not requested a hearing, have had 

a plumber in to check on the required updates, and are asking for additional time 

to complete the necessary work. They will schedule a reinspection date and 

provide an update at an upcoming Council meeting. The Mayor and Council 

thanked him for his report. 

 
i .  Discuss Procedures & Possible Action for Hiring New Administrator/Clerk 

 
Minutes: 

Personnel/Finance Committee Chairman Tony Mikes updated the Mayor and 

Council on the hiring process for a new City Administrator/Clerk. The Committee 

has narrowed candidates from 23 to 6 and has created a numbering system to 

keep confidentiality. They have also developed a rating system to help choose the 

correct candidate. The next step will be to set up telephone interviews with each 

of the six candidates and to create a timeline for the hiring process. 

 
j .  Bidding Package: Furnishing Electrical Materials – Phase 1D 

Resolution 20-31-33 - A Resolution Ordering Bids, Approving Plans, Specifications 

and Form of Contract and Notice to Bidders, Fixing Amount of Bid Security and 

Ordering Clerk to Publish Notice and Fixing a Date for Receiving Same, and for a 

Public Hearing on Plans, Specifications, Form of Contract and Estimate of Costs for 

the Furnishing of Electrical Materials - Phase 1D for Forest City, Iowa 

Minutes: 

Councilmember Buffington introduced Resolution 20-21-33, A RESOLUTION 

ORDERING BIDS, APPROVING PLANS, SPECIFICATIONS AND FORM OF CONTRACT AND NOTICE 



TO BIDDERS, FIXING AMOUNT OF BID SECURITY AND ORDERING CLERK TO PUBLISH NOTICE 

AND FIXING A DATE FOR RECEIVING SAME, AND FOR A PUBLIC HEARING ON PLANS, 

SPECIFICATIONS, FORM OF CONTRACT AND ESTIMATE OF COSTS FOR THE FURNISHING OF 

ELECTRICAL MATERIALS - PHASE 1D FOR FOREST CITY, IOWA, and moved its adoption. 

Councilmember Holland seconded the motion to adopt. Roll call vote - all ayes. 

Whereupon the Mayor declared the Resolution duly adopted. The date for 

receiving bids is February 2, 2021, at 1:30 p.m. 

Moved by Zehren, seconded by Davis, to set a Public Hearing for February 15, 2021, 

at 7:00 p.m. on plans, specifications, form of contract and estimate of costs for 

furnishing electrical materials for Phase 1D. Roll call vote - all ayes. Motion carried 

unanimously. 

Moved by Mikes, seconded by Holland, to approve publishing notice of the 

Public Hearing regarding furnishing electrical materials for Phase 1D. Roll call 

vote - all ayes. Motion carried unanimously. 

Moved by Pehrson, seconded by Holland, to approve posting notice to bidders 

for furnishing electrical materials for Phase 1D. Roll call vote - all ayes. Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 
6 .  COMMUNITY REPORTS 
 

Minutes: 

Under Community Reports, Library Director Christa Cosgriff asked that Russ Leach, 

the Convergent Campaign Director, be placed on the next regular Council agenda for 

an update on funding for the new library, as he will be done working at the end of 

January. 

 
7 .  STAFF REPORTS 

8 .  PUBLIC FORUM 

Minutes: 

No one spoke under public forum. 
 

9 .  ADJOURNMENT 
 

Minutes: 

Moved by Zehren, seconded by Buffington, to adjourn the meeting at 7:57 

p.m. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

CLAIMS REPORT   
VENDOR REFERENCE                       AMOUNT  

GORDON FLESCH COMPANY, INC.    LEASE PAYMENT                                      435.43  



HEIDI AITCHISON                RENT REIMBURSE/TENANT #41                          137.50  
AMERICAN FAMILY LIFE           GROUP INS PAYABLE                               1,120.00  
AVERY HINDERAKER               UNIFORM ALLOWANCE                                    85.58  
BARCO PRODUCTS COMPANY         ENTRANCE MAT                                       195.53  
BEAR CREEK GOLF COURSE         GOLF MEMBERSHIP                                    186.01  
BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD         GROUP INS PAYABLE                               2,618.70  
BMC AGGREGATES LC              ROADSTONE                                       1,975.96  
BOLTON & MENK, INC.            NORTH 13TH STREET IMP                              917.50  
BOMGAARS SUPPLY                MISC SUPPLIES                                      813.84  
CENTRAL IA DISTRIBUTING        MISC SUPPLIES                                        74.70  
CRESCENT ELECTRIC              ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES                                  94.14  
DGR ENGINEERING                SCADA SYSTEM REPLACEMENT PROJ                   7,205.00  
EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                                  23,282.71  
ELECTRONIC SPECIALTIES         MOTOROLA RADIO                                  2,145.00  
F C CHAMBER OF COMMERCE        WELLNESS BUCKS                                     475.00  
F C EMPLOYEE ASSN              FLOWER FUND                                          39.50  
F C LIBRARY                    LIBRARY DONATE                                     102.22  
F C MUN UTILITIES              UTILITIES                                     11,524.22  
FARMER'S CO-OP ASSOC           FUEL                                               184.93  
BRIAN FESSLER                  YOUTH REC REFUND                                     25.00  
FLETCHER-REINHARDT             ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES                                124.53  
FOREST CITY FORD               LABOR                                              115.00  
G & H MOTOR PARTS              PARTS                                                10.05  
GREEN CANOPY                   KYBO RENTAL-BALL DIAMONDS                          359.00  
H & S AUTO PARTS               BATTERY                                            112.44  
HANCOCK COUNTY ABSTRACT        ABSTRACT NO.95991                               1,370.00  
HAWKINS INC                    CHEMICALS                                       3,537.15  
HEARTLAND ASPHALT              J ST TRAIL/DUMP STATION/LOT                     6,332.59  
INDEPENDENT SALT COMPANY       ROAD SALT                                     15,193.65  
IOWA PRISON IND                VARIOUS SIGNS                                   1,585.95  
JIM & DUDES PLG & HTG, INC.    PARTS/LABOR                                     2,741.02  
LUBE-TECH & PATNERS, LLC       BULK OIL                                        3,491.16  
M O C I C                      ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES                             100.00  
METLIFE - GROUP BENEFITS       GROUP INS PAYABLE                                  300.15  
N I A C C                      CDL TRAINING                                       495.00  
NEXT GENERATION                MONTHLY BACKUP                                       97.35  
NO IA MEDIA GROUP              ADV/LEGAL PUBLICATIONS                             972.95  
PAYROLLFORMS.COM               PAYROLL TIME SHEETS                                  97.40  
PITNEY BOWES                   METER RENTAL                                       126.00  
LARRY PUMP                     CONSUL/PROF FEES-AUDIT                        11,200.00  
QUILL CORPORATION              OFFICE SUPPLIES                                      80.33  
TASC                           FLEX PRE-TAX                                    1,028.77  
TEST AMERICA LABORATORIES      TESTING                                         1,234.80  
THE SHREDDER                   SHREDDING SERVICE                                    60.00  
TREAS, ST OF IOWA              STATE TAXES                                     8,403.00  
U P S                          UPS CHARGES                                          51.79  
U S POST OFFICE                UTILITY BILL POSTAGE                            2,000.00  
VALIC                          DEF COMP- 457                                      410.00  
VERIZON                        PHONE SERVICE                                      715.78  
VERIZON                        PHONE SERVICE                                        16.61  
WHKS & CO.                     FIRE HALL PARKING LOT PAVING                  49,592.96  
WESTRUM LEAK DETECTION         LEAK DETECTION/102 INDIAN AVE                      607.50  
Y M C A                        YMCA                                               186.00  
YOHNCO                         CONCRETE                                           468.01  
YOUNG PLUMBING & HEATING       LABOR/EQUIP/121 HILLHAVEN DR                       656.71  
Accounts Payable Total                     167,512.12  
Payroll Checks                                  71,582.26  
***** REPORT TOTAL *****                   239,094.38  
GENERAL                                       77,261.04  
ROAD USE                                      27,612.15  
LOW/MOD INCOME                                     137.50  
LIBRARY                                            163.27  
J ST TR & PAMMEL PARK UPG                     26,558.52  
WATER                                         22,881.49  



SEWER                                         31,888.28  
ELECTRIC                                      42,736.77  
LANDFILL/GARBAGE                                9,855.36  
TOTAL FUNDS                                 239,094.38  

 
MONTHLY FUND RECAP (November 2020) 
FUN
D 

DESCRIPTION  RECEIPTS  

001 General   $           342,887.08  
007 Housing  $               6,700.00  
110 Road Use   $             51,692.10  
112 Employee Benefits  $             35,408.48  
121 Local Option Sales Tax  $           116,881.64  
122 Hotel-Motel Tax  $             10,403.96  
125 TIF  $             60,880.94  
127 Low/Mod Income  $               1,769.63  
200 Debt Service  $             57,803.09  
311 Library  $             29,622.22  
312 Casey's Store  $                  307.00  
502 Perpetual Care  $                  150.00  
600 Water  $             61,324.58  
610 Sewer  $             80,530.37  
630 Electric  $           462,703.77  
670 Landfill/Garbage  $             51,043.96  
740 Storm Sewer  $             11,706.48  

 TOTAL ALL FUNDS  $        1,381,815.30  
   

MONTHLY FUND RECAP (December 2020) 
FUN
D 

DESCRIPTION  RECEIPTS  

001 General   $           164,369.46  
110 Road Use   $             55,758.43  
112 Employee Benefits  $             21,875.37  
121 Local Option Sales Tax  $             42,060.34  
125 TIF  $             28,354.79  
127 Low/Mod Income  $                  592.00  
200 Debt Service  $             34,621.04  
311 Library  $             24,183.78  
600 Water  $             66,721.08  
610 Sewer  $             84,331.93  
630 Electric  $           485,652.80  
670 Landfill/Garbage  $             47,924.25  
740 Storm Sewer  $             11,747.58  

 TOTAL ALL FUNDS  $        1,068,192.85  
   

November Net Salaries $183,447.52  
December Net Salaries $144,666.46  

 
 

Contact: Valerie Monson, Interim City Clerk (personnel@forestcityia.com 16415854597) | Minutes 

published on 01/05/2021 at 8:43 AM 

 

ATTEST:  

 

____________________________________  __________________________________ 
Valerie Monson, Interim City Clerk   Byron Ruiter, Mayor 

 


