
 
 

Regular Council Meeting  

Minutes 

Monday, February 1 5 ,  2 0 2 1  a t  7: 0 0  pm 
 

MEETING LOCATION 

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 305 NORTH CLARK STREET, FOREST CITY, IA 

 
 

ACCESS MEETING THROUGH GOTOMEETING 

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, Citizens are required to attend the council 

meeting virtually at: 

Regular Council Meeting 

Mon, Feb 15, 2021 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM (CST) 

Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone. 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/807350301 

You can also dial in using your phone. 

(For supported devices, tap a one-touch number below to join instantly.) 

United States: +1  (669) 224-3412 

- One-touch: tel:+16692243412,,807350301# 

Access Code: 807-350-301 

 
 
 

Council Meeting  Protocol 

During tonight’s meeting, the following protocol steps will be followed for each agenda 

item: 
 

1. All public microphones will be muted to allow discussion by the City Council. 
 

2. The Council will make and second a motion on the item, but no vote will be taken. 
 

3. All citizens who contacted the City Administrator prior to the meeting to request 
permission to speak to the item will be called upon one at a time to allow them 
the opportunity to speak. 

 

4. The remaining public will be unmuted to allow them to speak to the item. 
 

5. After the Council has heard from all citizens wishing to speak, the Council will vote 
on the item. If any member of the Council is attending the meeting electronically, I 
will ask for a roll call vote to accurately record each Councilmember’s vote. 

 
 
 

1 .  CALL TO ORDER 
 

Minutes: 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

2 .  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

3 .  ROLL CALL 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/807350301


Minutes: 

Councilmembers present at roll call were: Buffington, Davis, Pehrson and Zehren via 

telecom, and Holland, Mikes in person. Absent: Wooldridge. 

Councilmember Wooldridge entered the meeting at 7:05 p.m. 

 

4 .  PUBLIC HEARING 

a. 7:00  p.m. - Public Hearing on Plans and Specifications, Proposed Form of 

Contract, and Estimate of Cost for the Furnishing of Electrical Materials -

Phase 1D for the  City of Forest City, Iowa 

Minutes: 

Mayor Ruiter announced that it was the time and the place for a public hearing 

on Plans & Specifications, Proposed Form of Contract, and Estimate of Cost for 

the Furnishing of Electrical Materials - Phase 1D for the City of Forest City. 

Electric Department Supervisor Duane Kuhn explained that this was to approve 

the purchase of materials for their underground project. As there were no 

written objections, nor were there any oral objectors present at the meeting, the 

Mayor declared the hearing to be closed at 7:01 p.m. 

 
b. 7:00  p.m. Public Hearing on the Proposed Fiscal Year 202 1-2 022  City 

Property Tax Levy 

Minutes: 

Mayor Ruiter announced that it was the time place for a Public Hearing on the 

proposed Fiscal Year 2021-2022 City Property Tax Levy. Barb Smith was present 

via telecom and explained that the max levy was increasing, but that the 

property tax would be going down 25 cents per thousand. As there were no 

written objections, nor were there any oral objectors present at the meeting, the 

Mayor declared the hearing to be closed at 7:03 p.m. 

 
5 .  COMMUNITY REPORTS 

a. Forest City Economic Development 
 

Minutes: 

Forest City Economic Development Director Beth Bilyeu presented her report for 

the Mayor and Council and discussed funding they are working on to restore the 

Irish Hospital. The Mayor and Council thanked Beth for her report. 

 
b. Fire Department 

c. Paramedics 

Minutes: 

Paramedic Supervisor Dale Rayhons noted that they have had reduced call 

volumes due to COVID and increased PPE costs. The Paramedic Department is 

now fully staffed, and their department is running great. They have 

implemented sending EMT's on simpler calls and keeping paramedics available 

for more serious calls, which is working out well. The Mayor and Council thanked 

Dale for his report. 



6 .  APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Minutes: 

Moved by Holland, seconded by Wooldridge, to approve the consent agenda, with 

moving the scheduling of the budget workshop immediately below the Budget 

Hearing Resolution. Roll call vote - ayes, with Wooldridge abstaining. Motion carried. 

 
a. Agenda 

b. Approve Council Minutes 

c. Accept Board & Committee Minutes 

d. Approve Invoices 

e.  Approve Licenses & Permits 

7 .  BUSINESS 

a. Approve Hiring of New City Clerk/Administrator 
 

Minutes: 

Moved by Mikes, seconded by Wooldridge, to approve the hiring of Daisy 

Huffman as the new City Clerk/Administrator for the City of Forest City at an 

entry rate of $36.06 per hour. Councilmember Mikes thanked the Council and 

Committees for their hard work during the hiring process and welcomed Daisy 

to the City. Roll call vote - all ayes. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
b. Resolution 20-21-37  Resolution Approving Max Levy 

 

Minutes: 

Councilmember Wooldridge introduced Resolution 20-21-37, a RESOLUTION 

APPROVING THE MAXIMUM PROPERTY TAX DOLLARS FOR BUDGET YEAR JULY 1, 

2021 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2022, and moved its adoption. Councilmember Mikes 

seconded the motion to adopt. Roll call vote - all ayes. Whereupon the Mayor 

declared the resolution duly adopted. 

 
c. Resolution 20-21-38  Resolution Setting Date for Public Hearing to 

Approve FY22 Budget 

Minutes: 

Councilmember Buffington introduced Resolution 20-21-38, a RESOLUTION 

SETTING DATE OF A PUBLIC HEARING TO APPROVE THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL 

YEAR 2022, and moved its adoption. Councilmember Wooldridge seconded the 

motion to adopt. Roll call vote - all ayes. Whereupon the Mayor declared the 

resolution duly adopted. The hearing will be held March 15, 2021, at 7 p.m. in 

the Council Chambers of City Hall, 305 North Clark Street, Forest City, Iowa. 

 
d. Schedule Budget Workshop 

 

Minutes: 

Moved by Wooldridge, seconded by Mikes, to set a Budget Workshop for the 

Council on February 25, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 

305 North Clark St, Forest City, Iowa. Roll call vote - all ayes. Motion carried 

unanimously. 



e.  Resolution 20-21-39  Resolution Designating 446  West G Street  as a 

Dangerous Building and Ordering Its Removal 

Minutes: 

Councilmember Wooldridge introduced Resolution 20-21-39, a RESOLUTION 

DESIGNATING 446 WEST G STREET AS A DANGEROUS BUILDING AND ORDERING 

ITS REMOVAL, and moved its adoption. Councilmember Holland seconded the 

motion to adopt. Per Assistant City Attorney Sarah Keely, no response has been 

received by the banks involved, but they will send them one more notice. This 

resolution confirms there is still a nuisance and no action has been taken by the 

homeowners. The City will proceed with demolition and assess these costs to 

the property. Roll call vote - all ayes. Whereupon the Mayor declared the 

resolution duly adopted. 

 
f .  Resolution 20-21-40  A RESOLUTION MAKING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT 

FOR THE FURNISHING OF ELECTRICAL MATERIALS – PHASE 1D FOR 

FOREST CITY, IOWA 

Minutes: 

Councilmember Holland introduced Resolution 20-21-40, a RESOLUTION MAKING 

AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR THE FURNISHING OF ELECTRICAL MATERIALS -

PHASE 1D FOR FOREST CITY, IOWA, and moved its adoption. Councilmember 

Zehren seconded the motion to adopt. Per Electric Department Supervisor 

Duane Kuhn, the letter of recommendation, bid summary and resolution were 

provided for the meeting. Roll call vote - all ayes. Whereupon the Mayor 

declared the resolution duly adopted. 

 
g. Resolution 20-21-41  RESOLUTION ORDERING BIDS, APPROVING PLANS, 

SPECIFICATIONS AND FORM OF CONTRACT AND NOTICE TO BIDDERS, 

FIXING AMOUNT OF BID SECURITY, AND ORDERING CLERK TO PUBLISH 

NOTICE AND FIXING A DATE FOR RECEIVING SAME, AND FOR A PUBLIC 

HEARING ON PLANS, SPECIFICATIONS, FORM OF CONTRACT AND 

ESTIMATE OF COSTS FOR THE ELECTRIC DISTRIBUTION IMPROVEMENTS – 

PHASE 1D FOR FOREST CITY, IOWA. 

Minutes: 

Councilmember Holland introduced Resolution 20-21-41, a RESOLUTION 

ORDERING BIDS, APPROVING PLANS, SPECIFICATIONS AND FORM OF CONTRACT 

AND NOTICE TO BIDDERS, FIXING AMOUNT OF BID SECURITY, AND ORDERING 

CLERK TO PUBLISH NOTICE AND FIXING A DATE FOR RECEIVING SAME, AND FOR 

A PUBLIC HEARING ON PLANS, SPECIFICATIONS, FORM OF CONTRACT AND 

ESTIMATE OF COSTS FOR THE ELECTRIC DISTRIBUTION IMPROVEMENTS - PHASE 

1D FOR FOREST CITY, IOWA, and moved its adoption. Councilmember Buffington 

seconded the motion to adopt. Per Electric Department Supervisor Duane Kuhn, 

this is a formality to allow them to go out for bids. The Public Hearing will take 

place on April 5, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 305 

North Clark St, Forest City, Iowa. Roll call vote - all ayes. Whereupon the Mayor 



declared the resolution duly adopted. 

 

h. Approve Notice of Public Hearing - Phase 1D 
 

Minutes: 

Moved by Wooldridge, seconded by Holland, to approve the notice of public 

hearing for the Electric Distribution Improvements - Phase 1D. Roll call vote - all 

ayes. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
i . Approve Notice to Bidders - Phase 1D 

 

Minutes: 

Moved by Pehrson, seconded by Mikes, to approve the notice to bidders for the 

Electric Distribution Improvements - Phase 1D. Roll call vote - all ayes. Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 
j . Census Thank You 

 

Minutes: 

Mayor Ruiter noted in the minutes that the City had received thank you awards 

for their participation in the 2020 Census. 

 
8 .  STAFF REPORTS 

9 .  PUBLIC FORUM 

Minutes: 

No one spoke under public forum. 

 

10.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

Minutes: 

Moved by Wooldridge, seconded by Davis, to adjourn the meeting at 8:06 p.m. Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 
 

Contact: Valerie Monson, Interim City Clerk (personnel@forestcityia.com 16415854597) | Minutes 

published on 02/16/2021, adopted on 02/16/2021 

 

The following invoices were approved for payment: 

 

CLAIMS REPORT   
VENDOR REFERENCE                       AMOUNT  

8TH STREET APARTMENTS          RENT REIMBURSE/TENANT #42                          137.50  
ADVANCED DOOR SYSTEMS          PARTS/LABOR                                        210.25  
AHLERS & COONEY PC             CONSUL/PROF FEES                                   425.00  
ALLEN FILTERS, INC.            WORTHINGTON FILTERS                             7,548.95  
AMER WATER WORKS ASSN          MEMBERSHIP DUES                                    394.00  
BLACK HILLS ENERGY             GAS FOR HEAT                                    4,046.69  
BMC AGGREGATES LC              ROADSTONE                                          810.98  
BOMGAARS SUPPLY                MISC SUPPLIES                                      129.15  
BORDER STATES ELECTRIC         ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES                                412.16  
C.H. MCGUINESS CO., INC.       BURNER LABOR/INSPECTION                            231.00  
CANON FINANCIAL SERVICES       LEASE PAYMENT                                      148.66  
CENTRAL IA DISTRIBUTING        MISC SUPPLIES                                      737.25  



CENTRAL IOWA WATER, INC.       TESTING FEE                                        250.00  
CLAPSADDLE GARBER ASSOCIATES   T-HANGER CONSTRUCTION                           1,220.00  
COLOFF DIGITAL                 NEW LIBRARY VIDEO                               1,795.00  
CRESCENT ELECTRIC              LIGHTS                                             416.95  
CRYSTEEL                       SPREADER CHAIN                                     995.00  
DAIRYLAND POWER CO-OP          PURCHASED ENERGY                            115,367.33  
DOLLAR GENERAL-REGIONS 410526  MISC SUPPLIES                                        71.12  
EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                                  23,364.87  
ENCORE ENERGY                  NAT GAS BOILER                                  3,594.29  
FARMER'S CO-OP ASSOC           FUEL                                            6,109.54  
FISCHER BROS. LLC              NETTING & INSTALL                               4,640.00  
FLETCHER-REINHARDT             ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES                                453.68  
FOREST CITY AUTO CENTER        LUBE/OIL/FILTER                                      76.21  
FOREST CITY FORD               LUBE/OIL/FILTER                                      36.70  
FOREST CITY VET CLINIC         VET VISIT/MEDICINE                                 338.62  
G & H MOTOR PARTS              PARTS                                           3,631.02  
H & S AUTO PARTS               PARTS                                              147.58  
HACH CHEMICAL CO               CHEMICALS                                            50.65  
HERMEL WHOLESALE               WATER                                                46.36  
HOLLAND CONTRACTING            TIRE REPAIR                                          65.00  
RON HOLLAND                    BUILDING PERMIT FEE REFUND                           35.00  
HYGIENIC LAB ACCTS RECEIVABLE  TESTING                                            107.50  
IMFOA                          MEMBERSHIP/B BURRESS                               100.00  
IA LAW ENFORCEMENT ACADEMY     MMPI/C BAEZ                                        200.00  
IA PUBLIC AIRPORT ASSN         MEMBERSHIP/D TRIMBLE                               175.00  
IRBY                           ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES                                802.89  
IRON LOT, LLC                  MISC PARTS                                      4,663.38  
JOHN HOLLAND CONTRACTING       FINAL PAYMENT/VISITORS CENTER                   5,050.00  
K I O W                        CHRISTMAS TREE PICKUP                              466.88  
K.C. NIELSEN, LTD.             FILTERS                                            183.55  
KELTEK INC.                    OFFICE SUPPLIES                                    125.48  
KWIK TRIP INC.                 FUEL                                                   7.15  
LANDFILL OF NORTH IOWA         LANDFILL CHARGES                                4,984.05  
RUSSELL LEACH                  JAN PER DIEM REMAINING                             782.95  
LINCOLN NATIONAL LIFE INS CO   GROUP INS PAYABLE                               2,452.58  
MACQUEEN EMERGENCY GROUP       PARTS                                              199.27  
MASON CITY RECYCLING           RECYCLING CHARGES                                  963.60  
McCLURE ENGINEERING CO.        TAXIWAY LED PROJECT                           16,956.50  
NORTH IOWA MERCY CLINICS       DRUG SCREEN                                          25.00  
MN-IOWA ELECTRIC MOTORS EQUIP  PARTS/LABOR                                        162.50  
NARTEC, INC                    TESTING SUPPLIES                                   188.90  
NELSON PLUMBING & HEAT         PARTS                                                32.12  
NEW YORK LIFE                  GROUP INS PAYABLE                                  186.00  
NO IA NARCOTICS TASK FORCE     PER CAPITA SUPPORT/FY20-21                      1,660.40  
NO IA MEDIA GROUP              ADV/LEGAL PUBLICATIONS                             970.91  
OFFICE DEPOT                   OFFICE SUPPLIES                                    217.58  
OUTLAW TRUCK PARTS             AC COMPRESSOR                                      565.83  
PHILIP L. ASCHEMAN, PH. D.     EVALUATIONS/PD                                     300.00  
PRAIRIE ENERGY CO-OP           UTILITIES                                          134.10  
DOUG PRICE                     SAFETY CLOTHING                                      69.99  
QUILL CORPORATION              OFFICE SUPPLIES                                    596.91  
RIVER CITY COMMUNICATIONS      MONTHLY SECURITY                                     45.00  
SERENITY APTS.                 RENT REIMBURSE/TENANT #39                          125.00  
TASC                           TASC ADMINISTRATIVE FEES                        1,466.00  
TASC                           FLEX PRE-TAX                                       908.82  
TMF CORPORATION                RECYCLING CONTAINERS                            1,256.45  
DICK TRIMBLE                   SERVICES                                        3,713.06  
UMMEG                          STS COSTS                                     25,577.11  
UMMEG-RUGBY                    RUGBY FARM                                    20,352.96  
UNITY POINT CLINIC             PRE EMPLOY DRUG SCREENS                              84.00  
UTILITY EQUIP CO               SS REPAIR CLAMPS                                   249.13  
VALIC                          DEF COMP- 457                                      485.00  
VISA                           CREDIT CARD CHARGES                                719.35  
VISA                           CREDIT CARD CHARGES                                121.39  



VISA                           CREDIT CARD CHARGES                                438.30  
VISA                           CREDIT CARD CHARGES                             1,254.62  
VISA                           CREDIT CARD CHARGES                                550.01  
VISA                           CREDIT CARD CHARGES                                115.97  
VISA                           CREDIT CARD CHARGES                                568.82  
VISA                           CREDIT CARD CHARGES                                259.39  
VISUAL COMMUNICATION SERVICES  CONTAINER DECALS                                   500.84  
WHKS & CO.                     FIRE HALL PARKING LOT                              405.76  
WCTA                           SERVICES                                        2,316.03  
WESTOWN PLACE, LLC             RENT REIMBURSE/TENANT #40                          237.50  
WESTRUM LEAK DETECTION         LOCATE LEAK/905 WEST J                             607.50  
WEX BANK                       FUEL                                               415.56  
WHEELER WORLD                  SERVICE WORK                                    3,339.40  
ZIEGLER, INC.                  PARTS                                                77.87  
Accounts Payable Total                     287,458.37  
Payroll Checks                                  70,489.02  
***** REPORT TOTAL *****                   357,947.39  
GENERAL                                       81,800.23  
ROAD USE                                      13,809.19  
LOW/MOD INCOME                                     532.00  
LIBRARY                                         3,031.08  
CASEYS STORE                                    5,050.00  
J ST TR & PAMMEL PARK UPG                          405.76  
WATER                                         14,737.92  
SEWER                                         11,725.51  
ELECTRIC                                    209,427.84  
LANDFILL/GARBAGE                              17,228.59  
STORM WATER                                        199.27  
TOTAL FUNDS                                 357,947.39  

 

 

 

ATTEST:  

 

________________________________  ________________________________ 

Valerie Monson, Interim City Clerk  Byron Ruiter, Mayor 


