
 
 

 

Regular Council Meeting  

Minutes 

Monday,  April 5 ,  2 0 2 1  a t  7 : 0 0  pm 
 

MEETING LOCATION 

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 305 NORTH CLARK STREET, FOREST CITY, IA 
 
 

ACCESS MEETING THROUGH GOTOMEETING 

Due to  the  COVID-19 Pandemic, Council and staff may attend via telecom. Citizens 

are  required to  attend the  council meeting virtually at: 

Regular Council Meeting, Mon, Apr 5, 2021 7:00 PM - 10:00 PM (CDT) 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/445635365 

 
 

1 .  CALL TO ORDER 
 

Minutes: 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

2 .  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

3 .  ROLL CALL 

Minutes: 

Present at roll call were the following Councilmembers: Buffington, Davis, Holland, Mikes, 

Wooldridge. Present via telecom were: Pehrson, Zehren. Absent: None. 

 
4 .  PUBLIC HEARING: 7:00  p.m. - Electric  Distribution Improvements for Phase 1D 
 

Minutes: 

Mayor Ruiter announced it  was the time and place for a public hearing on the Electric 

Distribution Improvements Project, Phase 1D. Electric Department Manager Duane Kuhn 

explained the scope of the project for those in attendance. Since there were no written 

objections, nor were any oral objectors present at the meeting, the Mayor closed the hearing 

at 7:04 p.m. 

 
5 .  PUBLIC HEARING: 7:05  p.m. - Public Hearing on Furnishing 15kV Capacitor Banks for 

South Substation 

Minutes: 

Mayor Ruiter announced it  was the time and place for a public hearing on furnishing 15kV 

capacitor banks for the South Substation. Electric Department Manager Duane Kuhn explained 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/445635365


the scope of the project for those in attendance. Since there were no written objections, nor 

were any oral objectors present at the meeting, the Mayor closed the hearing at 7:05 p.m. 

 
6 .  APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Minutes: 

Moved by Davis, seconded by Zehren, to approve the consent agenda, with tabling of Item 7L 

upon legal advice. Roll call vote - all ayes. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
a. Agenda 

b. Approve Council Minutes ( 3 / 1 5 / 2 1 )  

c. Accept Board & Committee Minutes - Library Board ( 2 / 1 7 / 2 1 ) ,  Park Board 

( 3 / 1 5 / 2 1 ) ,  and Cemetery Board ( 3 / 1 7 / 2 1 )  

d. Approve Invoices 

e.  Approve Licenses & Permits - Class C Liquor Licenses for Bear Creek Golf & Country 

Thunder (pending dram shop) 

f .  Appoint City Clerk/Administrator Daisy Huffman to the Housing Commission, Fine 

Arts Commission (Representative), and Winn-Worth Betco (Alternate) to replace 

the former administrator 

g. Approve Receipt & Disbursement of Hanson Family Foundation Check in the Amount 

of $ 1 2 , 0 0 0  for the Airport's LED Taxiway Light Rehabilitation Project 

7 .  BUSINESS 

a. Resolution 2 0 - 2 1 - 4 9  -  Resolution Making Award of Contract for Phase 1D 
 

Minutes: 

Councilmember Holland introduced Resolution 20-21-49, A RESOLUTION MAKING THE 

AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR THE ELECTRIC DISTRIBUTION IMPROVEMENTS – PHASE 1D PROJECT 

FOR FOREST CITY, IOWA, and moved its adoption. Councilmember Mikes seconded the 

motion to adopt. The roll was called, and the vote was ayes: Buffington, Davis, 

Holland, Mikes, Pehrson, Wooldridge, Zehren. Nays: None. Absent: None. Whereupon 

the Mayor declared the resolution duly adopted. The contract was awarded to 

Nebcon, Inc., Calhoun, NE, in the amount of $287,497.95. 

 
b. Resolution 2 0 - 2 1 - 5 0  - Resolution to  Award the  Capacitor Bank Materials Contract 

Minutes: 

Councilmember Wooldridge introduced Resolution 20-21-50, A RESOLUTION MAKING AWARD 

OF A CONTRACT FOR THE FURNISHING OF 15 kV PADMOUNT CAPACITOR BANKS – SOUTH 

SUBSTATION FOR FOREST CITY, IOWA, and moved its adoption. Councilmember Buffington 

seconded the motion to adopt. The roll was called, and the vote was ayes: Buffington, 

Davis, Holland, Mikes, Pehrson, Wooldridge, Zehren. Nays: None. Absent: None. Whereupon 

the Mayor declared the resolution duly adopted. The contract was awarded to Wesco 

Distributing, Des Moines, IA, in the amount of $154,190.00. 

 
 



c. Resolution 2 0 - 2 1 - 5 1  -  Resolution on Electric  Meter  Cutover Phase 1D 
 

Minutes: 

Councilmember Wooldridge introduced Resolution 20-21-51, RESOLUTION ORDERING BIDS, 

APPROVING PLANS, SPECIFICATIONS AND FORM OF CONTRACT AND NOTICE TO BIDDERS, FIXING 

AMOUNT OF BID SECURITY, AND ORDERING CLERK TO PUBLISH NOTICE AND FIXING A DATE FOR 

RECEIVING SAME, AND FOR A PUBLIC HEARING ON PLANS, SPECIFICATIONS, FORM OF CONTRACT AND 

ESTIMATE OF COSTS FOR THE ELECTRIC METER CUTOVER – PHASE 1D FOR FOREST CITY, IOWA, and 

moved its adoption. Councilmember Davis seconded the motion to adopt. The roll was 

called, and the vote was ayes: Buffington, Davis, Holland, Mikes, Pehrson, Wooldridge, 

Zehren. Nays: None. Absent: None. Whereupon the Mayor declared the resolution duly 

adopted. 

 
d. Approve Notice of Public Hearing - Electric  Meter  Cutover Phase 1D 

 

Minutes: 

Moved by Buffington, seconded by Pehrson, to approve the Notice of Public Hearing for the 

Electric Meter Cutover, Phase 1D Project. Roll call vote - all ayes. Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 
e.  Approve Notice to  Bidders - Electric  Meter  Cutover Phase 1D 

 

Minutes: 

Moved by Buffington, seconded by Holland, to approve the Notice to Bidders for the 

Electric Meter Cutover, Phase 1D Project. Roll call vote - all ayes. Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 
f .  Indian Springs Association Nuisance Issue - Dr. Wayne Sesker 

 

Minutes: 
Dr. Carroll Gustafson was present at the meeting on behalf of the Indian Springs Association 

nuisance issue, which consists of several piles of concrete block and debris between the 

condos and Highway 69. Moved by Mikes, seconded by Davis, to send a letter to the current 

owners to abate the nuisance, following the City's nuisance abatement code. Roll call vote - 

ayes, with Buffington abstaining. Motion carried. 

 
g. Resolution 2 0 - 2 1 - 5 2  -  Resolution Approving Signed Contract and Performance 

and/or Payment Bonds for the  2 0 2 0  North 13th  Str ee t  Improvements Project 

Minutes: 

Councilmember Wooldridge introduced Resolution 20-21-52, A RESOLUTION APPROVING 

CONTRACT AND PERFORMANCE AND/OR PAYMENT BONDS FOR THE 2020 NORTH 13TH STREET 

IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT. Engineer Wes Brown of Bolton & Menk stated the project is 

scheduled to start in mid-May. Councilmember Zehren seconded the motion to adopt. The 

roll was called, and the vote was ayes: Buffington, Davis, Holland, Mikes, Pehrson, 



Wooldridge, Zehren. Nays: None. Absent: None. Whereupon the Mayor declared the 

resolution duly adopted. 

 
h. Change Order # 1  for North 13th  Str ee t  Improvements Project 

 

Minutes: 

Wes Brown of Bolton & Menk asked the Council to approve Change Order No. 1 for the 

North 13th Street Improvements Project. This change order is to switch testing services to 

the responsibility of the City, rather than the Contractor. This does not change the cost to 

the City, as Rognes Brothers reduced their bid by $2,756, which will be the cost of the 

testing services. Moved by Buffington, seconded by Holland, to approve the change order. 

Roll call vote - all ayes. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
i .  TEAM Services Proposal for 2 0 2 0  North 13th  Str e et  Improvements Project 

Minutes: 

Moved by Wooldridge, seconded by Pehrson, to approve the TEAM Services proposal for 

testing services for the 2020 North 13th Street Improvements Project in the amount of 

$2,750. Roll call vote - all ayes. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
j .  Ordinance 8 1 7  - First Reading on Cable TV Commission 

 

Minutes: 

Councilmember Wooldridge introduced the first reading of Ordinance No. 817, AN 

ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 115 OF THE CITY CODE OF ORDINANCES TO DISBAND THE CABLE 

TELEVISION COMMISSION AND AMEND THE CABLE COMMISSION COMPLAINT PROCESS. 

Councilmember Davis seconded the motion to adopt. Per City Attorney Bakke, the Cable 

Commission’s duties will now be handled by the City Clerk's office. Tony Coloff of KIOW 

noted that public access channels have disappeared - FCTV & Waldorf - and the City should 

try to retain these public access channels. Per Councilmember Wooldridge, these channels 

were not used often due to equipment and technology requirements. The Council also 

discussed revisiting other ordinances due to changes in technology. The roll was called, and 

the vote was ayes: Buffington, Davis, Holland, Mikes, Pehrson, Wooldridge, Zehren. Nays: 

None. Absent: None. Whereupon the Mayor declared the motion carried. The second 

reading of Ordinance No. 817 will be at the April 19, 2021, Council meeting. 

 
k. Approve Closing Clark Str ee t  and J Str e et  June 6  and September 1 2  for Motor Night 

Minutes: 

Chamber of Commerce Director Norma Hertzer asked the Council to approve closing Clark 

Street and J Street from 1-5 p.m. on June 6th and September 12th Sunday afternoons for 

Motor Night. Moved by Zehren, seconded by Davis, to approve closing these streets for 

Motor Night. Roll call vote - ayes, with Wooldridge abstaining. Motion carried. 

 
 



l .  Longevity Increases and Retro  Longevity Pay for Library Aides, per  Library Board 

Minutes: 

This item was tabled upon legal advice. 
 

m. Resolution 2 0 - 2 1 - 5 3  -  Set  Public Hearing for Land Sale for April 1 9 ,  2 0 2 1  
 

Minutes: 

Councilmember Davis introduced Resolution 20-21-53, A RESOLUTION SETTING THE TIME AND 

PLACE FOR A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE SALE OF LAND LOCATED WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS OF THE CITY 

OF FOREST CITY, IOWA FOR APRIL 19, 2021 AT 7:00 P.M. IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL, 

FOREST CITY, IOWA, and moved its adoption. Councilmember Mikes seconded the motion to 

adopt. The roll was called, and the vote was ayes: Buffington, Davis, Holland, Mikes, 

Pehrson, Wooldridge, Zehren. Nays: none. Absent: none. Whereupon the Mayor declared 

the resolution duly adopted. 

 
n. Forest City Economic Development - Reaffirm  Incentive Package for Irish Hospital 

Improvements 

Minutes: 

Forest City Economic Development Director Beth Bilyeu reaffirmed the incentive package for 

the Irish Hospital Apartments. This includes that the City agrees to sponsor an application 

for a Catalyst Grant to the Iowa Economic Development Authority for the Irish Hospital 

Apartments, and as recommended by the Electric Committee and approved at the October 

12, 2020 Council meeting, the City will provide a $250,000 grant for the proposed 

apartments from the City Electric Utility. The City will repay the Electric Utility with 3% 

interest through TIF funds and increased electric revenues from the project, with 9 years of 

payments after a three-year tax abatement. Moved by Mikes, seconded by Wooldridge, to 

approve the package. Roll call vote - all ayes. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
o. Dam to  Rapids Conversion Update 
 

Minutes: 

Park Superintendent Todd Espeland led the discussion on the proposed Dam to Rapids 

Conversion Project. Per City Clerk/Administrator Daisy Huffman, the City was awarded a 

$75,000 grant from the DNR for this project, and Chamber of Commerce Director Norma 

Hertzer was applying for grants for the matching $75,000 City share. Moved by Davis, 

seconded by Zehren, to approve accepting the DNR grant, contingent upon legal review and 

receiving grants and funding. Roll call vote - all ayes. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
8 .  STAFF REPORTS 

 

Minutes: 
During staff reports, Police Lieutenant Ross Eiden noted the Police Department had received $10,000 

funding for new radios; Water/Wastewater Superintendent Kevin Reicks noted they will be flushing the 

water system on May 10th and cleaning sanitary sewers; Councilmember Wooldridge noted the Alumni 



Tournament will be held this weekend; and Councilmember Zehren announced that Bear Creek Golf 

Course is up and running. 

 
9 .  PUBLIC FORUM 

 

Minutes: 

No one spoke under public forum. 
 

1 0.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

Minutes: 

Moved by Wooldridge, seconded by Davis, to adjourn the meeting at 8:24 p.m. Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 
CLAIMS REPORT   
VENDOR REFERENCE                       AMOUNT  

GORDON FLESCH COMPANY, INC.    LEASE PAYMENT                                      479.78  
HEIDI AITCHISON                RENT REIMBURSE/TENANT #41                          137.50  
ALBERT LEA SEED HOUSE          GRASS SEED                                         112.50  
AMERICAN FAMILY LIFE           GROUP INS PAYABLE                                  980.78  
ARAMARK                        LAUNDRY SERVICE                                      84.00  
B & B TRANSFORMER              TRANSFORMERS                                    4,005.00  
BAKER & TAYLOR COMPANY         BOOKS                                           1,208.32  
KEN BAKER                      OFFICIAL                                           275.00  
BEAR CREEK GOLF COURSE         GOLF MEMBERSHIP                                    170.08  
BERGO ENVIRONMENTAL            ASBESTOS REMOVAL                              16,465.00  
BLACKSTONE PUBLISHING          BOOKS                                                53.89  
BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD         GROUP INS PAYABLE                               2,888.40  
BMC AGGREGATES LC              ROADSTONE                                          481.73  
BOLTON & MENK, INC.            NORTH 13TH ST IMP                               8,499.00  
BOMGAARS SUPPLY                FUSES                                                  6.49  
BOMGAARS SUPPLY                TOOLS                                              941.68  
BOOKS BY THE BUSHEL LLC        BOOKS                                                54.10  
BRAKKE IMPLEMENT               OIL                                                  59.93  
MIKE BROSENNE                  OFFICIAL                                           250.00  
CCP INDUSTRIES                 MISC SUPPLIES                                        93.71  
CENTRAL IA DISTRIBUTING        KLEENEX,TOWELS,GARBAGE BAGS                        353.00  
CENTRAL IA DISTRIBUTING        MISC SUPPLIES                                      214.50  
CHRYSLER OF FOREST CITY        2021 DODGE CHARGER                            27,761.00  
CITY OF FOREST CITY            SPECIAL PICK UP                                      20.00  
COMPUTER SYSTEMS UNLIMITED     KEYBOARD & MOUSE                                     59.00  
COMPUTER SYSTEMS UNLIMITED     LAPTOP/SERVICE                                     908.00  
CONTINENTAL RESEARCH           MISC SUPPLIES                                      224.31  
COVERT TRACK GROUP             ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION                                600.00  
DEMCO                          OFFICE SUPPLIES                                    443.13  
DES MOINES STAMP MFG           NOTARY STAMP/V MONSON                                33.00  
DGR ENGINEERING                PHASE 1D DIST IMPROVEMENTS                    30,738.50  
EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                                  24,272.68  
EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                                  24,069.67  
ELECTRONIC ENGINEERING         MISC CAR ITEMS                                     547.04  
ELLIOTT EQUIPMENT              WATER PUMP                                         662.52  
F C AMBULANCE                  CLEANING                                             80.75  
F C CHAMBER OF COMMERCE        FEB/MARCH 2021 SERVICES                         5,200.00  
F C CHAMBER OF COMMERCE        HOTEL-MOTEL TAX                                 6,731.42  
F C CHAMBER OF COMMERCE        REBATE/R KENYON                                    525.00  
F C ECON DEVEL CORP            HOTEL-MOTEL TAX                                 2,243.80  
F C EMPLOYEE ASSN              FLOWER FUND                                          43.00  
F C LIBRARY                    LIBRARY DONATE                                     161.44  
F C MUN UTILITIES              UTILITIES                                     11,350.13  
FARMER'S CO-OP ASSOC           FUEL                                               278.60  



FOOD & CONSUMER SAFETY BUREAU  RENEWAL APPLICATION                                150.00  
FOREST CITY FORD               LUBE/OIL/FILTER                                      36.70  
G & H MOTOR PARTS              PARTS                                              401.00  
GALL'S                         UNIFORMS                                        1,241.24  
GENERAL TRAFFIC CONTR          ELEM SCHHOL SIGNAL LIGHT                        1,073.48  
GRAINGER                       EARPLUGS                                             38.60  
GROVES CONTRACTING             DEMO 446 WEST G                                 9,495.00  
H & S AUTO PARTS               PARTS                                              757.34  
HACH CHEMICAL CO               CHEMICALS                                            16.59  
STEVE HALL                     ALUMNI WORKER                                      140.00  
BEN HAUGE                      OFFICIAL                                           225.00  
HAWKINS INC                    CHEMICALS                                       2,960.53  
HERCULES INDUSTRIES            PADLOCKS                                           370.58  
HOLLAND CONTRACTING            TIRE/#180                                          385.00  
MIDWEST TAPE                   AUDIOBOOK                                            15.82  
IA ASSN OF MUN UTIL            ELEC/WATER MEMNER DUES                          8,484.00  
INDEPENDENT SALT COMPANY       TREATED BULK SALT                             10,356.23  
IRBY                           MISC SUPPLIES                                      564.93  
J & J MACHINING                PARTS & LABOR                                      202.13  
J & J MACHINING                MISC PARTS                                         423.14  
KIRK JEFSON                    OFFICIAL                                           350.00  
LIZ JENKINS                    ALUMNI WORKER                                      150.00  
LINDA KIEFER                   ALUMNI WORKER                                      170.00  
MARK LARSON                    MATERIAL & LABOR                                   200.00  
LINCOLN AQUATICS               POOL SUPPLIES                                        98.33  
LINCOLN NATIONAL LIFE INS CO   GROUP INS PAYABLE                               2,697.01  
LYLE'S SALES & SERVICE         REPAIRS/SERVICES LEAF BLOWER                       163.57  
MACQUEEN EMERGENCY GROUP       REPAIR IN SNOGO BLOWER                          3,059.98  
MCMASTER CARR                  MAGNETIC TRAY                                        58.96  
AMY MEINECKE                   ALUMNI WORKER                                      225.00  
MENARDS                        MISC SUPPLIES                                      794.01  
MERCY ONE NORTH IOWA CLINICS   PRE-EMPLOY DRUG SCREEN                               25.00  
METLIFE - GROUP BENEFITS       GROUP INS PAYABLE                                  364.78  
METTLER TOLEDO                 MAINTENANCE & TESTING                              656.10  
KEN MEYERS                     OFFICIAL                                           300.00  
RON MILLER                     OFFICIAL                                           325.00  
MIRROR REPORTER                SUBSCRIPTION                                         67.00  
DAVE NEE                       OFFICIAL                                           250.00  
NEXT GENERATION                MONTHLY BACKUP                                       97.35  
NO IA MEDIA GROUP              ADV/LEGAL PUBLICATIONS                          1,082.14  
NORTH IA LUMBER & DESIGN       PAINTING SUPPLIES                                    70.46  
NOVELTY MACHINE                GEAR REDUCER REPAIR                             8,671.68  
OFFICE DEPOT                   OFFICE SUPPLIES                                    220.91  
DHARMENDRASINH PADHIYAR        PARKING PERMIT REFUND                              220.00  
PETTY CASH                     ALUMNI START UP CASH                               400.00  

MATT PFALTZGRAFF               OFFICIAL                                           225.00  

PITNEY BOWES                   EQUIP SERVICE AGREEMENT                            484.02  
POWER LINE SUPPLY              PROJECT MATERIALS                               1,369.30  
POWER PROCESS EQUIPMENT, INC.  MISC PARTS                                         248.04  
PRESTO-X                       SERVICES                                             47.00  
MARTY PUMP                     OFFICIAL                                           240.00  
QUILL CORPORATION              OFFICE SUPPLIES                                      91.01  
QUILL CORPORATION              OFFICE SUPPLIES                                    377.86  
RESCO                          ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES                             3,075.28  
RIVER CITY COMMUNICATIONS      MONTHLY SECURITY                                     25.00  
SIRCHIE FINGER PRINT LAB       DRUG TEST KITS                                     146.85  
OFFICE OF AUDITOR OF STATE     AUDIT REPORT FILING FEE                            625.00  

TASC                           FLEX PRE-TAX                                       958.82  
TASC                           FLEX PRE-TAX                                       863.60  
TEST AMERICA LABORATORIES      TESTING                                            833.70  
THE SHREDDER                   SHREDDING SERVICE                                    60.00  
TREAS, ST OF IOWA              STATE TAXES                                     7,985.00  
U P S                          UPS CHARGES                                          70.15  



U S POST OFFICE                UTILITY BILL POSTAGE                            2,000.00  
U S POST OFFICE                STAMPS                                             220.00  
VALIC                          DEF COMP- 457                                      485.00  
VALIC                          DEF COMP- 457                                      485.00  
VERIZON                        PHONE SERVICE                                        16.44  
VERIZON                        PHONE SERVICE                                      716.26  
VERIZON                        PHONE SERVICE                                        16.44  
WADE THOMPSON TRUCK & REPAIR   REPLACE AIR DRYERS                              1,225.14  
SANDY WAGNER                   ALUMNI WORKER                                      125.00  
WHKS & CO.                     NUTRIENT REDUCTION STRATEGY                        595.20  
WESCO RECEIVABLES CORP.        PROJECT MATERIALS                               4,083.60  
WESTRUM LEAK DETECTION         LOCATE LEAK 107 CENTRAL DR                         692.50  
KARL WOOLDRIDGE                OFFICIAL                                           300.00  
Y M C A                        YMCA                                                 62.00  
Accounts Payable Total                     261,570.18  
Payroll Checks                                  73,464.69  

***** REPORT TOTAL *****                   335,034.87  

   

GENERAL                                     121,223.00  

DRUG FORFEITURE                                    600.00  
ROAD USE                                      34,373.18  
HOTEL/MOTEL FUND                                8,975.22  
LOW/MOD INCOME                                     137.50  
LIBRARY                                       16,579.34  
WATER                                         17,424.64  
SEWER                                         29,834.56  
ELECTRIC                                      94,287.94  
LANDFILL/GARBAGE                              10,819.28  
STORM WATER                                        780.21  

TOTAL FUNDS                                 335,034.87  

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

__________________________________________ _______________________________________ 

Daisy Huffman, City Clerk/Administrator   Byron Ruiter, Mayor 
 


