
 
 

 

Regular Council Meeting  

Minutes 

Monday,  M a y  1 7 ,  2 0 2 1  a t  7 : 0 0  pm 
 

MEETING LOCATION 

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 305 NORTH CLARK STREET, FOREST CITY, IA 
 
 

ACCESS MEETING THROUGH GOTOMEETING 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/246963045 

 

1 .  CALL TO ORDER 
 

Minutes:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

2 .  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

3 .  ROLL CALL 

Minutes:  Councilmembers present at roll call were: Buffington, Davis, Holland, Pehrson, Zehren. Absent: 
Mikes, Wooldridge. 
Councilmember Wooldridge entered the meeting at 7:01 p.m. 

 

4 .  PUBLIC HEARING - 7:0 0  p.m. Electric  Meter  Cutover Phase 1D 
 

Minutes: 

Mayor Ruiter noted it  was the time and place for a Public Hearing on Phase 1D of the Electric 

Meter Cutover Project. Andy Koob of DGR Engineering was present at the meeting and asked 

the Council to approve plans, specifications, and the engineer's estimate. Since there were no 

written or oral objections, the Mayor declared the hearing to be closed at 7:02 p.m. 

 
5 .  COMMUNITY REPORTS 

a. Forest City Economic Development 
 

Minutes: 

Forest City Economic Development Director Beth Bilyeu updated the Mayor and Council 

on the new John V. Hanson Career Center, which will offer education opportunities in 

Advanced Manufacturing, Construction Trades, Information Technology, and Health 

Careers, which is currently under construction. The new Vet Clinic is nearing completion. 

Beth also provided an update on the proposed Irish Hospital Apartments, noted that 

welcome packages were given to prospective businesses staying at the Cobblestone Inn, 

and that the website Jobs.org was available for job seekers. The Mayor and Council 

thanked Ms. Bilyeu for her report. 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/246963045


 
b. Fire Department – No report. 

 

 
c. Paramedics 

 

Minutes:  Paramedic Supervisor Dale Rayhons and Paramedic Cindi Wachholz reported there were 
25 crew members with the Ambulance Service, which includes four paramedics, in addition to 
EMT's and drivers. The service is presently going through the re-authorization process. They have 
monthly training to stay updated, they recently purchased 20 AEDs for the community, and they 
were recently gifted $118,000 that may possibly be used for a Tempest Monitor System and 
Ultrasound Project. This is EMS Week, and there will be a drive-through goodie bag event on May 
20th. The Mayor and Council thanked them for their report. 

 
6 .  APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Minutes:  Moved by Zehren, seconded by Holland, to approve the consent agenda. Roll call vote - ayes, 
with Wooldridge abstaining from the vote. Motion carried. 

 
a. Agenda 

b. Approve Council Minutes 

c. Accept Board & Committee Minutes - Landfill of North Iowa & Airport 
Commission 

d. Approve Invoices 

e.  Approve Licenses & Permits 

f .  Approve Prairie View TIF Rebate 7 .   

 

BUSINESS 
a. Resolution 2 0 - 2 1 - 5 6  Approving Bid for Electric  Meter  Cutover Project  -Phase 1D 

Minutes:  Councilmember Wooldridge introduced Resolution 20-21-56, A RESOLUTION MAKING 
AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR PHASE 1D OF THE ELECTRIC METER CUTOVER PROJECT, which was seconded by 
Councilmember Davis. DGR Engineering recommended accepting the single bid received of 
$41,103.17 from Groe Electric, Lake Mills, Iowa. Roll call vote: Ayes - Buffington, Davis, Holland, 
Pehrson, Wooldridge, Zehren. Nays - None. Absent - Mikes. Whereupon the Mayor declared the 
resolution duly adopted. 

 
b. Andy Koob - Consider DGR Engineering Amendment # 1  to  Task Order No. 1 3  – “SCADA 

System Replacement Project”  

Minutes:  Andy Koob of DGR Engineering asked the Council to consider DGR Engineering 
Amendment No. 1 to Task Order No. 13 for the SCADA System Replacement Project, which is 
budgeted at $325,100.00. Moved by Wooldridge, seconded by Holland, to approve the 
amendment. Roll call vote - all ayes. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
c. Pay Estimate No. 5  Final -  Perrin Drilling $ 1 6 , 0 2 1 . 7 6  - Electric  

Distribution Improvements Phase 1C 

Minutes:  Moved by Holland, seconded by Pehrson, to approve Pay Estimate No. 5 - Final Retainage 
($16,021.76) to Perrin Drilling for work on Phase 1C of the Electric Distribution Improvements 
Project. Roll call vote - all ayes. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
d. Ordinance No. 8 1 8  - Second Reading - Amending Electric  Utility Rates 

 

Minutes:  Councilmember Zehren introduced the second reading of Ordinance No. 818, AN 
ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 111.02 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES TO UPDATE THE RATES FOR THE 



ELECTRICAL UTILITY SYSTEM FOR THE CITY OF FOREST CITY, IOWA, and moved its adoption. 
Councilmember Pehrson seconded  the motion to adopt. Roll call vote: Ayes - Buffington, Davis, 
Holland, Pehrson, Wooldridge, Zehren. Nays - None. Absent - Mikes. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
e.  Ordinance No. 8 1 9  -  Amending Chapter 1 2 2 . 1 8  Peddlers, Vendors, Transient 

Merchants, Solicitors 

Minutes:   Councilmember Buffington introduced Ordinance No. 819, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
CHAPTER 122.18 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, FOREST CITY, IOWA, BY ADDING AN ADDITIONAL LICENSE 
EXEMPTION, and moved to table this item to get more information. Councilmember Davis seconded 
the motion to table this item. Per City Attorney Steve Bakke, an additional license exemption would be 
added to require an annual state license and permission from owner to operate on private property. 
Roll call vote: Ayes, with Wooldridge voting nay. Motion carried. 

 
f .  Ordinance No. 8 2 0  -  First Reading - Amending Sewer  Rates 

 

Minutes:  Councilmember Davis introduced the first reading of Resolution No. 820, AN ORDINANCE TO 
AMEND CHAPTER 99.02 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES TO AMEND THE RATES FOR THE SEWER SERVICE FOR THE 
CITY OF FOREST CITY, IOWA, and moved its adoption. Councilmember Wooldridge seconded the motion 
to adopt. City Clerk/Administrator Daisy Huffman met with Speer Financial and WHKS and is proposing 
an incremental increase over 4-5 years. Roll call vote: Ayes - Buffington, Davis, Holland, Pehrson, 
Wooldridge, Zehren. Nays - None. Absent - Mikes. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
g. Chamber/Visitor Center  Parking Lot 

 

Minutes:  The Mayor and Council discussed paving the Chamber of Commerce/Visitor's Center Parking 
Lot. Per Street Superintendent Mike O'Rourke, the low bid in the amount of $70,858.50 was received 
from LaHarv Construction, Forest City, Iowa. Moved by Wooldridge, seconded by Buffington, to 
approve paving the lot. Roll call vote - all ayes. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
h. Payroll Change Notices -  Step Increase to  Step  3  for Andrew Lang & Longevity 

Increase ( 2 0  years) for Zach Holkesvik 

Minutes:  Mayor Ruiter asked that it  be noted in the minutes that Andrew Lang would be moving to 
Step 3 ($29.30) per the wage matrix, and that Zach Holkesvik is now at 20 years and entitled to a 
longevity increase. 

 
i .  Reaffirm  buyout of Iowa Enforcement Academy Certification from City of Lake Mills for 

Aaron Kelso ( $ 1 0 , 5 6 7 . 5 5 )  

Minutes:  City Administrator/Clerk Daisy Huffman reaffirmed the buyout of Iowa Law Enforcement 
Academy Certification from the City of Lake Mills is actually $10,567.55 for Police Officer Aaron Kelso, 
as he recently completed academy. Per Councilmember Davis, it  is very worthwhile to hire this way, as 
the officer will not need to attend academy. Moved by Zehren, seconded by Holland, to approve the 
buyout. Roll call vote - all ayes. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
8 .  STAFF REPORTS  

9 .  PUBLIC FORUM 

Minutes:  No one spoke under public forum. 

 
1 0.  CLOSED SESSION UNDER IOWA CODE 2 1 . 5  (1 i )  TO CONDUCT A JOB PERFORMANCE EVALUATION OF THE  
        CITY CLERK/ADMINISTRATOR 

Minutes:  Moved by Wooldridge, seconded by Holland, to enter into closed session under Iowa Code 21.5(1i) to 
conduct a 3-month evaluation of the City Clerk/Administrator, per her request.  Roll call vote - all ayes.  Motion 
carried unanimously.  The Council entered closed session at 8:38 p.m. 



 

Moved by Wooldridge, seconded by Davis, to come out of closed session at 9:13 p.m.  Roll call vote - all ayes.  
Motion carried unanimously. 

 
1 1.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

Minutes:  Moved by Wooldridge, seconded by Davis, to adjourn the meeting at 9:14 p.m. Motion 
carried unanimously. 

 
 

Contact: Daisy Huffman, City Clerk/Administrator (administrator@forestcityia.com 16415853574) | 

Minutes published on 05/18/2021, adopted on 05/18/2021 

 

CLAIMS REPORT   
VENDOR REFERENCE                       AMOUNT  
8TH STREET APARTMENTS          RENT REIMBURSE/TENANT #42                          137.50  

GORDON FLESCH COMPANY, INC.    COPIER PAYMENT                                       89.96  
AHLERS & COONEY PC             LABOR & EMPLOYMENT SERVICES                        172.00  
AMERICAN FAMILY LIFE           GROUP INS PAYABLE                                  980.78  
ARAMARK                        LAUNDRY SERVICE                                      84.00  
AVERY HINDERAKER               REIMBURSE TESTING FEES                               60.00  
BLACK HILLS ENERGY             GAS FOR HEAT                                    4,274.93  
BMC AGGREGATES LC              ROADSTONE                                       3,199.78  
BMC AGGREGATES LC              BACKFILL                                           171.00  
BOMGAARS SUPPLY                MISC SUPPLIES                                        20.53  
BRIAN CURRENT                  RENT REIMBURSE/TENANT #43                          112.50  
C & D OIL SERVICES             FILTERS                                            150.00  
CANON FINANCIAL SERVICES       LEASE PAYMENT                                      148.66  
CEMSTONE CONCRETE MATERIALS    CONCRETE                                        1,577.75  
CENTRAL IA DISTRIBUTING        MISC SUPPLIES                                      826.80  
CENTRAL IA DISTRIBUTING        MISC SUPPLIES                                      148.20  
CENTRAL IOWA WATER, INC.       SERVICE CALL/TEST KIT                              414.50  
CLEAR LAKE SANITARY DISTRICT   TESTING                                            186.00  
CRYSTEEL                       DUMP TRUCK TARP                                    160.00  
D & D SALES                    REC SUPPLIES                                    4,362.90  
DAIRYLAND POWER CO-OP          PURCHASED ENERGY                              88,636.34  
DECKER'S SPORTING GOODS        BASEBALLS                                          105.00  
DOLLAR GENERAL-REGIONS 410526  MISC SUPPLIES                                        43.25  
DXP ENTERPRISES, INC.          CLEANUP/ENVIRONMENTAL FEE                            62.00  
EDDY'S GLASS & DOOR            SERVICE CALL                                         30.00  
EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                                  25,335.32  
ROSS EIDEN                     FUEL REIMBURSEMENT                                   38.75  
ELECTRONIC ENGINEERING         MICROPHONE                                         142.95  
ELLIOTT EQUIPMENT              HYDRAULIC FILTER                                     88.42  
ELSMORE SWIM SHOP              REC SUPPLIES                                    1,128.12  
F C AMBULANCE                  CLEANING                                             68.75  
F C CHAMBER OF COMMERCE        SERVICES                                        2,600.00  
ANDREW FABER                   UNIFORM ALLOWANCE                                  300.00  
FARM & CITY INSURANCE          INSURANCE ADDS & DELETES                           993.00  
FARMER'S CO-OP ASSOC           FUEL                                            8,214.99  
FARMER'S CO-OP ASSOC           FUEL                                               283.55  
BRANDYN FEIGHNER               TOBACCO COMPLIANCE CHECKS                          100.00  
FISCHER BROS. LLC              SPLASHTACULAR REPAIR                          21,142.50  
FLETCHER-REINHARDT             ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES                             3,802.46  
FOREST CITY FORD               TIRE REPAIR                                          25.00  
FOREST CITY HOMES              RENT REIMBURSE/TENANT #44                          162.50  
FOREST CITY VET CLINIC         TREATMENT FOR KONA                                 364.24  
G & H MOTOR PARTS              PARTS                                              579.33  
GALL'S                         UNIFORM ITEMS                                        79.71  
GORDON FLESCH COMPANY, INC.    COPIER PAYMENT                                       58.00  



KAHLIL GRICE                   METER DEPOSIT REFUND                               150.00  
H & S AUTO PARTS               PARTS                                                10.12  
HANSON TIRE SERVICE            TIRE                                               146.01  
HAWKINS INC                    CHEMICALS                                       1,642.22  
HAWKINS INC                    CHEMICALS                                       3,928.68  
HERMEL WHOLESALE               WATER                                                46.36  
HOLIDAY INN DES MOINES AIRPORT IMFOA CONFERENCE/V MONSON                          448.00  
HOWIE'S FIRE EXTINGUISHERS     FIRE EXTINGUISHER INSPECTION                         21.00  
HY-VEE ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE     IN STORE CHARGES                                     63.94  
HYGIENIC LAB ACCTS RECEIVABLE  TESTING                                              87.50  
IA DEPT OF AGRICULTURE & LAND  CERTIFICATION A HINDERAKER                           15.00  
SIMMERING-CORY/IA CODIFICATION APRIL 2021 SUPPLEMENT                              157.00  
IOWA UTILITIES BOARD           IEC ASSESSMENT                                  5,243.00  
IPERS                          IPERS PAYABLE                                 50,071.03  
IRBY                           ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES                           18,045.55  
JEN CONRAD                     PARK BOARD SECRETARY                               275.00  
DAISHON JOHNSON                METER DEPOSIT REFUND                               150.00  
K I O W                        HOUSING COMMISSION INCENTIVES                      839.90  
K.C. NIELSEN, LTD.             PARTS/SERVICE                                      700.66  
K.C. NIELSEN, LTD.             JOHN DEERE X590 MOWER                           3,929.40  
DUANE KUHN                     UNIFORM ALLOWANCE                                  160.45  
KWIK TRIP INC.                 FUEL                                                   6.67  
LAHARV CONST                   METAL CULVERT INSTALLATION                      2,089.75  
LAHARV CONST                   CURB & GUTTER CENTRAL STREET                    1,431.00  
LAKE MILLS POLICE DEPARTMENT   ACADEMY REIMBURSEMENT/A KELSO                 10,567.55  
LANDFILL OF NORTH IOWA         LANDFILL CHARGES                                6,334.28  
LARSON PRINTING                SUMMER ACTIVITY CALENDAR                           905.00  
LUBE-TECH & PATNERS, LLC       4 BARRELS 1640 OIL                              5,004.68  
MASON CITY RECYCLING           RECYCLING CHARGES                                  741.90  
McCLURE ENGINEERING CO.        REHAB TAXIWAY LIGHTING                          6,227.00  
MENARDS                        MISC SUPPLIES                                      162.79  
NORTH IOWA MERCY CLINICS       DRUG SCREEN                                          69.00  
NORTH IOWA MERCY CLINICS       DRUG SCREENS                                       121.00  
MIDWEST WHEEL COMPANIES        BRAKE DRUM                                         113.90  
NELSON PLUMBING & HEAT         PARTS/LABOR                                     3,460.69  
NEW YORK LIFE                  GROUP INS PAYABLE                                  186.00  
NO IA MEDIA GROUP              ALUMNI TOURNAMENT                                  356.60  
NO IA MEDIA GROUP              ADV/LEGAL PUBLICATIONS                             811.51  
NO IA MERCY CLINICS            RANDOM DRUG SCREENS                                  39.00  
OFFICE DEPOT                   OFFICE SUPPLIES                                      34.32  
PERRIN DIRECTIONAL DRILLING    FINAL PAY ESTIMATE PHASE 1C                   16,021.76  
PRAIRIE ENERGY CO-OP           UTILITIES                                          120.75  
PRAIRIE VIEW LAND DEVELOP      TIF REBATE                                    27,866.09  
PRESTO-X                       SERVICES                                             47.00  
QUILL CORPORATION              OFFICE SUPPLIES                                    184.17  
RESCO                          PROJECT MATERIALS                             12,274.52  
RICK BURRESS                   ABATEMENT MOWING                                     90.00  
RIVER CITY COMMUNICATIONS      MONTHLY SECURITY                                     45.00  
BRANDON SCHMIDT                UNIFORM ALLOWANCE                                  163.66  
SCHNEBLY'S 66"               " FUEL                                               187.54  
SCHNEBLY'S 66"               " FUEL                                                 76.00  
SCHNEBLY'S 66"               " FUEL                                                 49.10  
SIEGRIST, JONES & BAKKE        CONSUL/PROF FEES                              11,756.40  
TASC                           FLEX PRE-TAX                                       911.21  
DICK TRIMBLE                   SERVICES                                        4,308.57  
UMMEG                          FOREST CITY SOLAR PROJECT                     37,826.16  
UMMEG-RUGBY                    RUGBY FARM                                    23,753.03  

UNITY POINT CLINIC             RANDOM DRUG SCREENS                                168.00  
UTILITY EQUIP CO               MISC PARTS                                         983.01  
VALIC                          DEF COMP- 457                                      485.00  
VISA                           CREDIT CARD CHARGES                                132.00  



VISA                           CREDIT CARD CHARGES                                272.29  
VISA                           CREDIT CARD CHARGES                                460.76  
VISA                           CREDIT CARD CHARGES                                842.96  
VISA                           CREDIT CARD CHARGES                                612.07  
WCTA                           SERVICES                                        2,209.05  
JASON WEISS                    UNIFORM ALLOWANCE                                    73.80  
WESCO RECEIVABLES CORP.        PROJECT MATERIALS                             41,172.85  
WESTOWN PLACE, LLC             RENT REIMBURSE/TENANT #40                          237.50  
WEX BANK                       FUEL                                               478.60  

YOHNCO                         CONCRETE                                           414.00  
Accounts Payable Total                     480,678.28  
Payroll Checks                                  73,812.14  

***** REPORT TOTAL *****          $       554,490.42  

   
GENERAL                                     157,491.22  
ROAD USE                                      13,903.31  
TIF                                           27,866.09  
LOW/MOD INCOME                                  1,354.00  
LIBRARY                                            167.59  
WATER                                         19,891.72  
SEWER                                         17,688.77  
ELECTRIC                                    295,644.13  
LANDFILL/GARBAGE                              19,981.17  
STORM WATER                                        502.42  

TOTAL FUNDS                        $       554,490.42  

 

MONTHLY FUND RECAP (March 2021)  

FUND DESCRIPTION  RECEIPTS  

001 General   $                 65,292.96  
007 Housing  $                   1,000.00  
110 Road Use   $                 17,968.10  
112 Employee Benefits  $                 14,171.68  
121 Local Option Sales Tax  $                 70,775.10  
122 Hotel-Motel Tax  $                 11,219.04  
125 TIF  $                 34,818.94  
200 Debt Service  $                 23,884.59  
311 Library  $                 20,661.44  
600 Water  $                 60,333.99  
610 Sewer  $                 75,677.01  
630 Electric  $              484,737.55  
670 Landfill/Garbage  $                 56,712.06  
740 Storm Sewer  $                 11,819.88  

 TOTAL ALL FUNDS  $              949,072.34  

   
MONTHLY FUND RECAP (April 2021)  

FUND DESCRIPTION  RECEIPTS  

001 General   $              536,175.39  
007 Housing  $                       700.00  
110 Road Use   $              111,553.53  
112 Employee Benefits  $              195,490.46  
121 Local Option Sales Tax  $                 35,387.57  
125 TIF  $              193,988.46  
127 Low/Mod Income  $                 13,689.38  
145 CDBG Grant  $                 19,000.00  
200 Debt Service  $              291,528.89  



311 Library  $                 13,727.56  
502 Perpetual Care  $                       100.00  
600 Water  $                 60,185.36  
610 Sewer  $                 79,616.25  
630 Electric  $              473,770.75  
670 Landfill/Garbage  $                 58,369.64  
740 Storm Sewer  $                 11,819.29  

 TOTAL ALL FUNDS  $           2,095,102.53  

   

April Net Salaries  $              223,596.46  

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

__________________________________________ _______________________________________ 

Daisy Huffman, City Clerk/Administrator   Byron Ruiter, Mayor 
 


