
 
 

 

Regular Council Meeting  

Minutes 

Monday,  August 2 ,  2 0 2 1 ,  a t  7 : 0 0  pm 
 

MEETING LOCATION 

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 305 NORTH CLARK STREET, FOREST CITY, IA 
 

ACCESS MEETING THROUGH GOTOMEETING 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/152331949 

 

1 .  CALL TO ORDER 
 

Minutes:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

2 .  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

3 .  ROLL CALL 

Minutes:  Councilmembers present at roll call were: Buffington, Holland, Mikes, Pehrson, Wooldridge, 
Zehren. Absent: Davis. 

 
4 .  COMMUNITY REPORTS 

a. Chamber of Commerce 
 

Minutes:  Chamber of Commerce Director Norma Hertzer presented her report for the Mayor 
and Council. Norma stated that they were happy with Puckerbrush, she thanked the Blue Stars 
for their excellent performance, and noted that Business After Hours has restarted. She also 
mentioned the following upcoming events: Community Night at Waldorf University on August 
28th, Motor Night on September 12th, and City-Wide Garage Sales on September 17th-18th. The 
Mayor and Council thanked Norma for her report. 

 
b. Library 

 

Minutes:  Library Director Christa Cosgriff presented her Fiscal Year report on attendance, 
circulation, and library stats. She noted that the Summer Reading Program has been going great. 
The Mayor and Council thanked Christa for her report. 

 
c. Parks 

 

Minutes:  Park Superintendent Todd Espeland presented his report for the Mayor and Council. 
Todd gave an update on the Dam to Rapids Project. He also noted that Pammel Park roads were 
re-done with the assistance of the Street Department, the Hynes/Spur Trail was crack-filled, and 
all the picnic shelters were painted. They have been working on Founder's Park and Merrick Park. 
The playground equipment was painted, and a new play structure ordered for Merrick Park. The 
Mayor and Council thanked Todd for his report. 

 
d. Recreation 

 

Minutes:  Recreation Director Sue Edmondson and Program Director Brett Geelan submitted 
their report and noted that they have been very busy with summer program sign-ups, baseball, 
softball, swimming lessons, open swim, pool parties and weekly staff meetings. The last day for 
aquatic center fun will be August 15th, but they will not be open August 8th due to staffing. Sign-

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/152331949


ups will be in late August for 4th-6th grade volleyball and 4-9 yr. old soccer, both of which will 
begin on September 11th. The Mayor and Council thanked Sue and Brett for their report. 

 
5 .  APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Minutes:  Moved by Wooldridge, seconded by Zehren, to approve the consent agenda. Roll call vote - 
all ayes. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
a. Agenda 

b. Approve Council Minutes 

c. Accept Board & Committee Minutes - Library Board ( 7 / 2 1 / 2 1 )   

d. Approve Invoices 

e.  Approve Licenses & Permits -  Class B Native Wine Permit  for Body & Skin 

Rejuvenation, Class B Liquor License for Cobblestone Inn & Suites 

f .  Approve Resignation -  Dale Rayhons  

g. Approve Resignation - Mike O'Rourke 

 
6 .  BUSINESS 

      a. Change Order No. 2  in the  Amount of $ 1 , 0 0 0  from Rognes’ Brothers Excavating 
for work on North 13t h  Street  Improvements Project 

Minutes:  Moved by Wooldridge, seconded by Pehrson, to approve Change Order No. 2 in the 
amount of $1000 to Rognes' Brothers Excavating for work on the North 13th Street 
Improvements Project. Roll call vote - all ayes. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
b. Approve SRF Planning & Design Loan Application for the  Sewer Project 

 

Minutes:  Moved by Pehrson, seconded by Zehren, to approve the SRF Planning & Design Loan 
Application for preliminary financing for engineering services in the amount of $1.2 million for 
the sewer project. Roll call vote - all ayes. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
c. Heartland Proposal for COVID Road Use money 

 

Minutes:  Moved by Wooldridge, seconded by Buffington, to approve Heartland Asphalt's 
proposal in the amount of $36,502.85 for street patching on Westgate Drive, which will be 
funded with COVID Road Use funds of $39,531.36. Roll call vote - all ayes. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
d. Wage Increase to  Step 2  ( $ 2 8 . 7 0 )  for Lineman Troy Weber 

 

Minutes:  Mayor Ruiter asked that it  be noted in the minutes that Lineman Troy Weber is 
moving to Step 2 of the wage matrix ($28.70). 

 
e.  Wage Increase to  Step 3  ( $ 2 2 . 9 4 )  for Joe Klukow, per  Hiring Agreement 

 

Minutes:  Mayor Ruiter asked that it  be noted in the minutes that Paramedic Joe Klukow is now 
at Step 3 of the wage Matrix ($22.94), per his hiring agreement. 

 
f .  Possible Action on Appointing an Interim  Paramedic Supervisor and setting 

salary 

Minutes:  City Clerk/Administrator Daisy Huffman noted that she had met with the Personnel 
Committee regarding the resignation of Paramedic Supervisor Dale Rayhons. Their 
recommendation is to promote Cindi Wachholz to the position of Interim Paramedic Supervisor with a 
$3.50/hr. wage increase ($27.77). Daisy will then post for the supervisor and a full-time 
paramedic position. Moved by Mikes, seconded by Zehren, to approve the promotion of Cindi 



Wachholz to Interim Paramedic Supervisor at a rate of $27.77 per hour. Roll call vote - all ayes. Motion 
carried unanimously. 

 
7 .  STAFF REPORTS 
 

Minutes:  During staff reports, Councilmember Mikes thanked both Dale Rayhons and Mike O'Rourke 
for their service. 

 
8 .  PUBLIC FORUM 
 

Minutes:  Under public forum, Forest City Economic Development Director Beth Bilyeu reminded 
everyone of the Forest City Vet Clinic's grand opening on Saturday, August 7th. 

 
9 .  ADJOURNMENT 
 

Minutes:  Moved by Wooldridge, seconded by Buffington, to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 p.m. Motion 
carried unanimously. 

 
 

Contact: Daisy Huffman, City Clerk/Administrator (administrator@forestcityia.com 16415853574) | 

Minutes published on 08/03/2021, adopted on 08/03/2021 

 

CLAIMS REPORT   
VENDOR REFERENCE                       AMOUNT  
GORDON FLESCH COMPANY, INC.    LEASE PAYMENT                                      413.11  

HEIDI AITCHISON                RENT REIMBURSE/TENANT #41                          137.50  
AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION   MEMBERSHIP DUES/C COSGRIFF                         225.00  
CESAR BAEZ                     FUEL REIMBURSEMENT                                   41.13  
BAKER & TAYLOR COMPANY         BOOKS                                           1,408.95  
BEAR CREEK GOLF COURSE         GOLF MEMBERSHIP                                      89.16  
BLACKSTONE PUBLISHING          BOOKS                                              579.36  
BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD         GROUP INS PAYABLE                               2,589.28  
BOLTON & MENK, INC.            NORTH 13TH ST IMPROVEMENTS                    19,970.00  
BOMGAARS SUPPLY                CORDLESS GREASE GUN                                930.95  
BOOKS BY THE BUSHEL LLC        BOOKS                                              441.15  
CENTRAL IA DISTRIBUTING        LATEX GLOVES                                       275.00  
CITY OF FOREST CITY            APPLIED TO WRONG UB ACCT                           113.61  
COMPUTER SYSTEMS UNLIMITED     COMPUTER SERVICE                                     55.00  
CHRISTA COSGRIFF               MILEAGE REIMBURSEMENT                                17.36  
D & D SALES                    LIBRARY SIGN                                       640.00  
DEMCO                          OFFICE SUPPLIES                                    448.79  
DGR ENGINEERING                PHASE 1D DIST IMPROVEMENTS                    31,801.00  
DOLLAR GENERAL-REGIONS 410526  MISC SUPPLIES                                        87.66  
EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                                  28,116.82  
ROSS EIDEN                     MEAL REIMBURSEMENT                                   10.40  
ELECTRONIC SPECIALTIES         MISC PARTS                                         329.85  
F C AMBULANCE                  CLEANING                                             50.00  
F C CHAMBER OF COMMERCE        REBATE/B BEYERS                                    200.00  
F C CHAMBER OF COMMERCE        WELLNESS BUCKS                                     275.00  
F C EMPLOYEE ASSN              FLOWER FUND                                          43.00  
F C LIBRARY                    LIBRARY DONATE                                     180.68  
F C MUN UTILITIES              UTILITIES                                     21,175.40  
FARM & HOME PUBLISHERS         BOOKS                                              130.50  
FARMER'S CO-OP ASSOC           PREPAY LP FOR SEWER PLANT                       4,470.00  
FLETCHER-REINHARDT             ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES                                174.69  
GALL'S                         UNIFORM ITEMS                                      276.99  
GARNER LUMBER & SUPPLY         LUMBER-STEEL STAKES                                251.44  
GORDON FLESCH COMPANY, INC.    COPIER RENTAL                                      175.00  
H & S AUTO PARTS               BELTS                                              118.87  
STEVE HAUGEN                   MEAL REIMBURSEMENT                                   40.35  
HAWKINS INC                    CHEMICALS                                            15.00  
HEIMAN, INC                    HELMET                                             436.95  



HERMEL WHOLESALE               WATER                                                57.95  
HOLLAND CONTRACTING            TIRES                                              803.00  
SIMMERING-CORY/IA CODIFICATION ANNUAL WEB HOSTING RENEWAL                         693.00  
IOWA ONE CALL                  SERVICES                                             82.90  
IPERS                          IPERS PAYABLE                                 34,835.33  
IRBY                           TESTING GLOVES                                     879.32  
J & J MACHINING                PTO SHAFT                                          516.00  
JED'S LIGHTS & SOUNDS          ELEMENTARY POOL PARTY                              300.00  
KAISER AUTO REPAIR             SERPENTINE BELT                                    248.42  
LIBRARY JOURNAL                SUBSCRIPTION                                       157.99  
LYLE'S SALES & SERVICE         CHAINS                                               39.00  
MENARDS                        GALVANIZED PIPE PIECES                             452.16  
METLIFE - GROUP BENEFITS       GROUP INS PAYABLE                                  341.63  
MID-WEST ROOFING               LEAK REPAIR                                        326.67  
TOM MONTGOMERY                 MEAL REIMBURSEMENT                                     9.10  
N I A C O G                    CDBG GRANT ADMINISTRATION                       1,500.00  
NEBCON, INC.                   ELEC DIST PHASE 1D/PAY EST #1                 44,952.51  
PETTY CASH                     CASH                                               200.00  
PITNEY BOWES                   EQUIPMENT SERVICE AGREEMENT                          74.52  
QUILL CORPORATION              OFFICE SUPPLIES                                      62.73  
QUILL CORPORATION              OFFICE SUPPLIES                                    124.14  
RICK BURRESS                   ABATEMENT/DITCH MOWING                             330.00  
SCOOPY DOOS                    POOL PARTY PRIZES                                  200.00  
SMITHSONIAN                    SUBSCRIPTION                                         11.00  
ROBERT SNITZER                 MEAL REIMBURSEMENT                                   10.40  
TASC                           FLEX PRE-TAX                                       911.21  
TEAM SERVICES, INC.            CONSTRUCTION TESTING SERVICE                    1,778.74  
TEST AMERICA LABORATORIES      TESTING                                            633.15  
TORKELSON PLUMBING             GARDEN TUB FILLER                                  489.00  
TORKELSON PLUMBING             FAUCET/INSTALLATION                                245.00  
TREAS, ST OF IOWA              STATE TAX                                       8,467.00  
TRUCK CENTER COMPANIES         PARTS                                              114.68  
U P S                          UPS CHARGES                                          59.20  
U S POST OFFICE                UTILITY BILL POSTAGE                            2,000.00  
VALIC                          DEF COMP- 457                                      460.00  
VAN WERT COMPANY               METER - PARTS                                   1,238.17  
VERIZON                        PHONE SERVICE                                        16.44  
VERIZON                        PHONE SERVICE                                      655.86  
VERIZON                        PHONE SERVICE                                        16.44  
WHKS & CO.                     WWTP PRELIMINARY DESIGN                       15,677.92  
WESCO RECEIVABLES CORP.        PROJECT MATERIALS                             27,223.06  
WINNEBAGO CO AUDITOR           CO COMM DISPATCHING EXPENSES                  55,135.58  
WINNEBAGO CO FAIR BOARD        COUNTY FAIR BOOTH RENTAL                             10.00  
WINNEBAGO HISTORICAL SOCIETY   BOOK SALES JAN-JULY                                  65.00  
WINNEBAGO CO RECORDER          RECORD SANITARY SEWER EASEMENT                       24.00  
Y M C A                        YMCA                                                 62.00  
Accounts Payable Total                     319,225.17  
Payroll Checks                                  87,874.65  

***** REPORT TOTAL *****                   407,099.82  

GENERAL                                     160,603.19  

DRUG FORFEITURE                                    200.00  
BOOK SALES/HISTORICAL SOC                            65.00  
ROAD USE                                      29,429.46  
LOW/MOD INCOME                                  2,126.50  
CAPITAL PROJECTS                                   640.00  
LIBRARY                                              35.71  
WATER                                         20,731.89  
SEWER                                         39,723.16  
ELECTRIC                                    142,323.41  
SANITATION                                    11,109.82  
STORM WATER                                        111.68  

TOTAL FUNDS                                 407,099.82  



 

ATTEST: 

 

 

__________________________________________ _______________________________________ 

Daisy Huffman, City Clerk/Administrator   Byron Ruiter, Mayor 
 


