
 
 

 

Regular Council Meeting  

Minutes 

Monday,  August 1 6 ,  2 0 2 1 ,  a t  7 : 0 0  pm 
 

MEETING LOCATION 

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 305 NORTH CLARK STREET, FOREST CITY, IA 
 

ACCESS MEETING THROUGH GOTOMEETING 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/592482269 

 

1 .  CALL TO ORDER 
 

Minutes:  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
2 .  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
3 .  ROLL CALL 

Minutes:  Councilmembers present at roll call were: Buffington, Davis, Holland, Mikes, Pehrson, 
Wooldridge, Zehren. 

 
4 .  PUBLIC HEARING - 7:0 0  p.m. Public Hearing to  Sell a Portion of 4 0 9  Secor Ave. 
 

Minutes:  Mayor Byron Ruiter announced it  was the time and place for a public hearing on the sale of a 
portion of 409 Secor Ave to Jason & Laurie Matejcek. Per City Attorney Bakke, due to publication issues it  
was necessary to re-do the hearing from July 6th. Since there were no written objections, nor were any 
oral objectors present at the meeting, the Mayor closed the hearing at 7:01 p.m. 

 
5 .  COMMUNITY REPORTS 

a. Forest City Economic Development 
 

Minutes:  Forest City Economic Development Director Beth Bilyeu presented a power point on the 
new Veterinary Clinic's Grand Opening. Per Beth, the event was well attended and a wonderful 
celebration. The Mayor and Council thanked her for her report. 

 
b. Fire Department 

 

Minutes:  Fire Chief Brad Lamping and local firefighters attended the meeting to discuss their 
125th anniversary celebration this fall. Brad noted they will have parade floats, inflatable rides for 
kids, a band & beer garden behind the Fire Hall, and the travelling Blank Hospital Education Center 
will be here for tours. This event is to celebrate 125 years of the Fire Department, the 100th 
birthday of vintage fire truck "Betsy", and also to show appreciation to the Public for supporting 
the Fire Hall. The Mayor and Council thanked the firefighters for their service and look forward to 
this event. 

 
c. Paramedics 

 

Minutes:  Interim Paramedic Supervisor Cindi Wachholz noted they have 30 active members, have 
had 547 calls this year, and had 100% participation in quarterlies. She also noted that Advanced 
EMT Doug Hanna wrote up new protocols, which have been approved by Dr. Carlson. The Service 
now has their new compass monitor, and the Winnebago County EMS Association is back working 
on ideas for around the county. Recent community involvement to let people know the 
Ambulance Service and paramedics are here included: National Night Out, Puckerbrush, fairs and 
parades. Councilmember Mikes thanked her for stepping up as interim supervisor. 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/592482269


 
6 .  APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA 

Minutes:  Moved by Zehren, seconded by Holland, to approve the consent agenda. Roll call vote - Ayes, 
with Wooldridge abstaining from the vote. Motion carried. 

 
a. Agenda 

b. Approve Council Minutes 

c. Accept Board & Committee Minutes - Airport Commission ( 8 / 1 0 / 2 1 ) ,  Parks & 
Rec Board ( 8 / 9 /2 1 ) ,  Landfill of North Iowa 

d. Approve Invoices 

e.  Approve Licenses & Permits 7 .   

 

BUSINESS 
a. Fire Chief Brad Lamping to  discuss their  125 th  Celebration 

 

Minutes:  Fire Chief Brad Lamping presented information on the Fire Department's 125th 
Celebration during community reports. 

 
b. Resolution 2 1 - 2 2 - 0 7  Approving Transfer of Real Estate, a portion of 4 0 9  Secor Ave 

Minutes:  Councilmember Wooldridge introduced Resolution 21-22-07, A RESOLUTION APPROVING 
TRANSFER OF A PORTION OF 409 SECOR AVENUE TO JASON & LAURIE MATEJCEK, and moved its adoption. 
Councilmember Davis seconded the motion to adopt. The roll was called and the vote was Ayes: 
Buffington, Davis, Holland, Mikes, Pehrson, Wooldridge, Zehren. Nays: None. Absent: None. 
Whereupon the Mayor declared the resolution duly adopted. 

 
c. Authorize Purchase of a Pick-up for the  Water  and Sewer Departments 

 

Minutes:  Moved by Wooldridge, seconded by Zehren, to approve the purchase of a 2022 Ford 
F250 in the amount of $31,112.52 from Forest City Ford for the Water & Sewer Departments. Roll 
call vote - all ayes. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
d. Concur or Remand with Board of Adjustment side yard variance at  3 4 6  West L 

Str ee t  

Minutes:  Moved by Davis, seconded by Pehrson, to concur with the Board of Adjustment's 
approval of a 5' side-yard variance for Marvin & Nancy Hickman to replace their patio with a 14' x 
20' addition. Roll call vote - all ayes. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
e.  Approve Pay Request # 2  in the  Amount of $ 3 0 , 0 8 7 . 8 5  to  Nebcon Inc. for Work on 

Phase 1B of Electric  Distribution Improvements 

Minutes:  Moved by Buffington, seconded by Wooldridge, to approve Pay Request # 2  in the 
amount of $30,087.85 to Nebcon Inc. for work on Electric Distribution Improvements Phase 1B. Roll 
call vote - all ayes. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

f .  Payroll Change Notices - ILEA Certification for Police Officer Cesar Baez ($ 2 4 . 3 1 ) ;  

Step 4  for Police Secretary Josi Gunderson ($ 2 1 . 01 ) ;  Step 3  for Housekeeper Kelli 

Hill ($ 1 6 . 7 4 ) ;  and Step 2  for Paramedic Spencer Armstrong ( $ 2 1 . 9 2 )  

Minutes:  Mayor Ruiter asked that these payroll changes be noted in the minutes. 
 

8 .  STAFF REPORTS 
 

Minutes:  During staff reports, Street & Sanitation Superintendent Mike O'Rourke noted that the 
Emerald Ash Borer beetle is now present in Forest City, and they are meeting on the mitigation of this 
issue. 



 
9 .  PUBLIC FORUM 

 

Minutes:  No one spoke under public forum. 
 

1 0.  CLOSED SESSION - Iowa Code 21.5(c ) ( i )  - Evaluate an Individual Whose 

Appointment, Hiring, Performance or Discharge is Being Considered 

Minutes:  Moved by Wooldridge, seconded by Zehren, to enter into closed session per Iowa Code 
21.5(c)(i) to evaluate an individual whose appointment, hiring, performance or discharge is being 
considered. The roll was called and the vote was Ayes: Buffington, Davis, Holland, Mikes, Pehrson, 
Wooldridge, Zehren. Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
The Council entered closed session at 7:39 p.m. 

Moved by Davis, seconded by Wooldridge to come out of closed session at 8:23 p.m. Roll call 
vote - all ayes. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
a. Possible Wage Increase for City Administrator/Clerk 

 

Minutes:  Moved by Mikes, seconded by Wooldridge, to approve a 6-month wage increase to 
$78,083.20 for City Clerk/Administrator Daisy Huffman. Roll call vote - all ayes. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
1 1.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

Minutes:  Moved by Wooldridge, seconded by Davis, to adjourn the meeting at 8:24 p.m. Motion 
carried unanimously. 

 
CLAIMS REPORT   
VENDOR REFERENCE                       AMOUNT  
AHLERS & COONEY PC             LABOR & EMPLOYMENT SERVICES                        650.00  
AMERICAN FAMILY LIFE           GROUP INS PAYABLE                               1,225.05  
ATLANTIC BOTTLING COMPANY      CONCESSION SUPPLIES                                314.14  
BARB'S STITCHERY               SERVICES                                             10.00  
BLACK HILLS ENERGY             GAS FOR HEAT                                    2,911.51  
BOB KOENIGS & FAMILY CONSTR.   CDBG - 436 SOUTH 8TH                          10,868.00  
BOMGAARS SUPPLY                MISC SUPPLIES                                      251.16  
BROWN SUPPLY                   PARTS                                           1,717.73  
CENTRAL IA DISTRIBUTING        MISC SUPPLIES                                      836.00  
COMPUTER SYSTEMS UNLIMITED     COMPUTER/SERVICES                               1,171.50  
DAIRYLAND POWER CO-OP          PURCHASED ENERGY                            209,635.52  
EDDY'S GLASS & DOOR            SERVICE CALL                                         66.00  
EDDY'S GLASS & DOOR            ARCHITECTURAL PANELS                            1,640.48  
EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                                  27,777.64  
F C AMBULANCE                  CLEANING                                             31.25  
FARMER'S CO-OP ASSOC           FUEL                                            6,351.10  
FARMER'S CO-OP ASSOC           FUEL                                            1,528.20  
FARMER'S CO-OP ASSOC           FUEL                                               145.44  
FASTENAL                       TOWELS - GLOVES                                    137.79  
FEDERAL FIRE EQUIPMENT         FIRE EXTINGUISHERS                                 414.09  
FLETCHER-REINHARDT             LIGHT POLES                                   23,869.00  
FLETCHER-REINHARDT             ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES                             1,058.40  
FOREST CITY AUTO CENTER        PARTS/LABOR                                        208.61  
FOREST CITY FORD               PARTS/LABOR                                        212.55  
FOREST CITY VET CLINIC         CANINE SUPPLIES                                    116.98  
G & H MOTOR PARTS              PARTS                                              957.16  
G C DISTRIBUTING               BAGS                                            4,798.44  
GALL'S                         UNIFORM ITEMS                                   1,064.04  
GIFTS SEW SWEET                UNIFORM ALLOWANCE                                  131.80  
GORDON FLESCH COMPANY, INC.    COPIER PAYMENT                                       58.00  
H & S AUTO PARTS               BELTS                                              645.89  



HAWKEYE COMMUNITY COLLEGE      ACADEMY/K CARPENTER                             5,120.00  
HAWKINS INC                    CHEMICALS                                       8,316.32  
HAWKINS INC                    CHEMICALS                                       2,909.53  
HEARTLAND ASPHALT              ASPHALT                                            473.28  
HERMEL WHOLESALE               WATER                                                23.18  
HEWETT WHOLESALE INC.          CONCESSION SUPPLIES                                843.99  
HY-VEE ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE     IN STORE CHARGES                                   550.86  
HY-VEE ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE     IN STORE CHARGES                                     35.69  
HY-VEE ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE     IN STORE CHARGES                                     52.94  
HYGIENIC LAB ACCTS RECEIVABLE  TESTING                                              13.50  
HYGIENIC LAB ACCTS RECEIVABLE  TESTING                                              87.50  
IA ASSN OF MUN UTIL            SAFETY GROUP (SGNC)                             4,975.16  
IA ST FIRE MARSHAL DIVISION    STORAGE TANK REGISTRATION                            40.00  
IOWA DEPT OF NATURAL RESOURCES NPDES ANNUAL PERMIT FEE                         1,275.00  
IOWA PRISON IND                UNIFORM ITEMS                                      230.00  
JET A USA                      JET FUEL                                      10,554.56  
K I O W                        HOLIDAY GARBAGE PICK UP                            289.92  
K.C. NIELSEN, LTD.             TIE ROD ASSEMBLY                                     57.63  
KWIK TRIP INC.                 FUEL                                                   7.08  
LAHARV CONST                   CONCRETE WORK                                      485.00  
LANDFILL OF NORTH IOWA         LANDFILL CHARGES                                6,356.05  
LYLE'S SALES & SERVICE         BAR/CHAINS/OIL                                     196.05  
LYLE'S SALES & SERVICE         WEED WHIP PARTS                                      78.16  
MASON CITY RECYCLING           RECYCLING CHARGES                                  795.60  
MATT PARROTT & SONS            ENVELOPES                                       1,106.95  
MC2, INC.                      METER PARTS                                          32.75  
McCLURE ENGINEERING CO.        REHAB TAXIWAY LIGHTING                             793.10  
MENARDS                        LUMBER/PAINT SUPPLIES                              173.46  
MSA SAFETY SALES, LLC          SENSOR                                             668.24  
NEBCON, INC.                   ELEC DIST PHASE 1D/PAY EST #2                 30,087.85  
NELSON PLUMBING & HEAT         PARTS/LABOR                                        182.61  
NEXT GENERATION                MONTHLY BACKUP                                       97.35  
NO IA MEDIA GROUP              ADV/LEGAL PUBLICATIONS                             583.05  
NORTH CENTRAL SALES & SERVICE  17'FORD EXPLORER REPAIR                         2,030.59  
OLD DOMINION BRUSH             GUTTER BROOMS                                      756.97  
PRAIRIE ENERGY CO-OP           UTILITIES                                          117.23  
QUILL CORPORATION              OFFICE SUPPLIES                                    114.45  
RESCO                          PROJECT MATERIALS                               3,111.76  
RIVER CITY COMMUNICATIONS      MONTHLY SECURITY                                     45.00  
SCHNEBLY'S 66"               " FUEL                                               466.15  
SCHNEBLY'S 66"               " FUEL                                                 35.00  
SHIPMAN GUTTERS LLC            CDBG - 805 SOUTH 6TH                            3,293.00  
SPRAY SEAL, INC.               REPAIR/RECOAT SWITCH GEAR BLD                   6,325.00  
TASC                           FLEX PRE-TAX                                       911.21  
DICK TRIMBLE                   SERVICES                                        4,112.68  
UMMEG                          FOREST CITY SOLAR PROJECT                     44,981.43  
UMMEG-RUGBY                    RUGBY FARM                                      8,637.02  
UNITY POINT CLINIC             RANDOM DRUG SCREENS                                168.00  
VALIC                          DEF COMP- 457                                      460.00  
VISA                           GRIP STEP LADDER                                   804.98  
VISA                           CREDIT CARD CHARGES                                104.64  
VISA                           CREDIT CARD CHARGES                                185.62  
VISA                           CREDIT CARD CHARGES                                252.20  
VISA                           CREDIT CARD CHARGES                                208.82  
VISA                           CREDIT CARD CHARGES                                456.70  
VISA                           CREDIT CARD CHARGES                                563.75  
WADE THOMPSON TRUCK & REPAIR   PARTS/LABOR                                     4,381.69  
WCTA                           SERVICES                                        2,120.74  
WESCO RECEIVABLES CORP.        ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES                                674.10  
WESTRUM LEAK DETECTION         LOCATE LEAK SUNSET DR.                             650.00  
WEX BANK                       FUEL                                               639.17  
WINNEBAGO CO ATTORNEY          10% FORFEITURE FUNDS                               249.10  
YOHNCO                         CONCRETE                                           892.50  
Accounts Payable Total                     466,045.33  



Payroll Checks                                  86,527.76  

***** REPORT TOTAL *****                   552,573.09  

GENERAL                                     136,356.44  

DRUG FORFEITURE                                    249.10  
ROAD USE                                      13,310.59  
LOW/MOD INCOME                                14,161.00  
CAPITAL PROJECTS                                1,919.29  
LIBRARY                                              35.00  
WATER                                         14,134.00  
SEWER                                         15,769.89  
ELECTRIC                                    333,912.23  
SANITATION                                    21,786.46  
STORM WATER                                        939.09  

TOTAL FUNDS                                 552,573.09  

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

__________________________________________ _______________________________________ 

Daisy Huffman, City Clerk/Administrator   Byron Ruiter, Mayor 
 
 
 

Contact: Daisy Huffman, City Clerk/Administrator (administrator@forestcityia.com 16415853574) | 

Minutes published on 08/18/2021, adopted on 08/17/2021 


